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The Essays of-an Ulsterman.

¢ IF THE GERMANS CONQUERED ENGLAND,
-and other Hssays.”. By Robert Lynd. Dublin:
Maungel and Co. . Price 8/6 net., -

P

The volume hefore us Goysists of twenty-five essays, |

almost all of which we ‘have previously read in the
““New Statesman.”” The author is an-Ulster Protes-
 tant whose work—especially his In’roduction to the
Maunse] edition of James Cohnolly’s ‘‘ Labour in Ire-

lend s already well kiown to the Irish and Xng-
'‘Ag g writer of “middles’” Mr. Lynd, as

lish publiec. ( |
pointed out in the ‘ Nation,”’ takes a very high place
indeed. Notwithstanding the fact that there is little
‘jn this volume, from the point of view of ideas, which
has not been said before, thanks to the excellent, clear,
unaffected style, one may read it with interest from
the first page to the last. To our mind the most char-
_acteristic of these essays are perhaps  The Darkness,””

““.Tha Asg,’’ “ Myths,”” and best of all, ** White Citi-

pens.”* In this last the author narrates his éxperi-
ences while béing medieally re-examined in an hiasb-
London recruiting office. ~ We have ourselves gone
. through a similar operation in another part of the

‘warld, and have carried away the same vividly sordid
°  impresgions. | , - o

The ass, Mr. Tiynd tells us, was once an object of
veneration in the Christian Church, and a festival was
held in its honour on the 14th of January. During
this feast ““an ass,)tidden by a beautiful girl cdrrying
a baby or doll, was led into the church to hear Mass,
and, ae the service went on, ‘the people honoured. ib
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‘have been given. The ass . . . wag greeted, we
are told, with an address. ¢ Up, Sir Ass, and sing!
Open your pretby mouth. Hay will be yours in plenty
and oats in abundance.’
the priest brayed instead of saying ¢ Ite, missa est,’
and the congregation responded with a triple * Hees

- haw! Hee-haw! Hee-haw.” ” Mr. Lynd ends up by -

reminding us that ““On the side of asininity the gods
themselves fight in vain, and though it was geese that:
saved the Roman Capitol, one may be.quite sure that

—it is not agses that are going to save the imperilled

freedom of, Furope.”” Mr. Lynd might have also
added that it is not asses that are going to achieve an
Irish Republic. We trust that this essay has nob
escaped the notice of the Provost of Trinity College,
whose interest in the ass is notorious. .
One of Mr. Liynd’s essays is entitled*** Grub.”” Us-
like a recent number of ‘‘ Nationality,’> it is not a
glorified cookery-book, but it does confain some ex-
tremely interesting considerations. ‘‘As a matter of
fact, the common man has never been a miser in his
" appreciation of food. It is only the poets and ° gen-
teel’ persons who have pretended that eating is some-
thing which ought not to be discussed in polite society.
Literature is a form of intoxicalion, and so men of
lettérs, like other artists, have never tired of praising
Baechts and Venus. But the common people still
march in the train of Ceres, and anthropologists tell
us that even our Easter holidays are a celebration of
the rebirth of the food supply. They go so far ‘ag to

| -suggest that Christianity originated in the worship of

by chanting ‘Hee-Haw’ whenever the responses should ! a vegetation deity. Bethlehepd, they assure i3, -sh;ould,‘

At the end of the, service .
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‘be. }sramladsec% the ‘anse',’qf Bread. I confess to a | -#a goldier of the logb cause of intellect,” but e are’
rooted scepticism in regard to theories which over- | “not gure that Mr. Lynd is correct when he tells us that
simplify, hut it would scarcely be possiblé to exagge- | = Kottle “fought in the streets of Dublin to suppréss-the

- rate the part which concern for the food supply has | ingurrection of Baster Week.”” Shechy-Skefington 18
splayad m.bhe.-hmigory of religion. Eyep the Promised aptly bracketed with his friend, Fred Ryan, ** they
| :&;a.nd, which is still for so many Christians the symbol | ol o oontional Rgures in the ranks of Trish National -

S be:sfg’ aﬁ?{’i&ﬁe gi;:?;g vgf?lggogveézrz ?:ggsﬁiﬁ?nghﬁﬁ - ism—they wete Soéia,lists, Suffragists, Anti-Clericals,

. millc and honey. Man in the’earlj days was eager to . |- -and many other things that the average Nationalist is
eat his"Hden. He was eager t¢"eat hig god.”” .« . .’
In © T, M. Kettle’”” and *‘ ‘Sheehy-Skeffington,”” we
have the best tributes that have yet been paid to the

memory of these men. The former is summed up as

"
r
.

seepticidm and desite to see things in the light of -
reason.”’ The summing wp is, *“ He was, I think, the
- honestest man in Ireland.”” <« SR
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- e Shop Stewards Movemernt 1 -fEngland.
o .. .. - . By GEORGE STANTON, s TR Ty

. The sucessé of the Shop Stewards is all the ‘more striking,
‘because for two yeéams or more they have been comtinugusly
oursed, ahused, misrepresented, and. ddimnned by the Press, - .
The disorganised condition of Trade Unfonismi in the

~.engineering - industry, counsequent upon war Gireum-
stances, also made their work more diffieult, Its strengtl

Thére ias been a stoppage of work emongst the munition
workers at Coventry, 'I'he Press, in the beginning, tiried to
_make out that the cause of it was food suppl%r difficulties due
to the abnpimeal intrease of the town’s populatiom. Bub
trnth, witl Gut in spite Of censorship,regulstions and jour.:
- malistic misrepresentation; and it is now openly admitted

wlp .

not.  They had something of the Frenchman’s eager L

that the dispute was the resulp of the engineering firms/

" refusal to recognise tve Shop Stewards appointed by their

Trede Unionists employees. The woutcome has been the
defeat of the employing firms—and, virtually, the Ministry of
Munitions—by the men; while the issue has also resulted in
@ vigorous attempt to

-

get the recognition of the Shop -

. Btewards and Works Committees settled upon. 2 hationdl

lb:a-ﬁia‘- -

The '-s'igniﬁé-a,nce of the Shop Stewards movement is that

it introduced a new element of industrial control Inte Trade
Trhion and workshop government,

\ The Shop Stewards re- -
present all the workers im a particular workshop or factory, -

no matter what craft or industrial ptrocess they may be

edgaged apon,
. different Unions—appoints its own shop steward, and these
 together form a ‘Works Commiittee—for the whole factory ;
thus the. Shop Stewards are not only in & position to focus
-~ tha problems of their perticular workshop, and to coutrol
offectively the first oritical stages of collective bargaining,

Each craft—who probably are organised in

but they sweep clean away the old evils of irade represen-~

bation, ‘ | : | S
- T'he adaptability 'of the Shop Stewards’ movement to meet
local working conditions is demonstrated in the success it
has achieved at Coventry. No Shop Steward was tlve repre-
sentative of his particular Union. Ivery one of them held
their card from the Joinbt Committee of Kngineering Unious,
and, represented a grade of Trade Unionists, not their special
craft. This assisted both in the effectiveness of the work

 and the elimination of friction between different craft
growing indus~

Unions, Incidentally, it serves to show’the
trial unibty of the forces of Labour,
The rapid growth of the Shop Stewards’

in the engineering trades anyhow, heve in their, official
_leaders. 1t is felt' that the average official is 400 much
mmmersed in the rentine work of his Union to have any inti-

‘ ) movement is
chiefly due te the lack of faith, which, the Trade Unionigts

© mate undenstandingof the working problems of the-rank

and file in the workshops; and because of this fact, during

-the war, as evén s Liberal leader-writer has put ib, some of

the more prominent amongst their number have been too

readys to make terms with capitalism in the mname of -

~patriotism, and thus  betray itheir class.  Workshop
organisation on the basis of the Shop Btewards’ movement
has arisen as o consequence ; and not only is it counteraot-
ing many of the effects of the industridl reagtion due to the
too ready official surrender of Trade Uniomist rights and
customs, but it is proving that the organised workers are
preparing themselves to take over full industrial eontrol,

!

-

. The real lesson of the Coventry dispute ig

 busis of the Trade Union movement.

has lain, however, in the fact of it being an all-grades move-

ment. Lt has united the skilled and unskilled of all crafts
under the common banner of indusisialiunity and solidarity.
It has overcome the dangers of sectiomal f'rade Unionism,
and” has made inevitable a closer working "policy—if nob
amalgamation—Dbetween the Trade Unions organising: the
engineering workers |, 1 | T

and Stewardesses will create far more problems than it will

‘solve. This fact is evidently realised egy the Amalgamated
Sociely of Hngine¢rs, who have called a special delegate
meeting to discuss the situation, * Tt is important that a lead.

~upon this quegtion ghould emanate from the A.8.H.,, as the

1ggest, and most powerful of the engineering Unions; bub -
should it endeavour to follow a policy of absSorption rather
than *of fusion, it may hold up ravher than help forward the ~
| . developments of the new movement.
| represent not only a- tevolt against Trade :Umion bureau-

The Shop Stewards

cracy, but an attempt to set up an efficient system of Lrade
Union devolution along with a wider outlook and bigger.

_policy for the "Whtle Trade Union movement, -

organisation must be. accorded 1ts true functions as the
L uhe LT 1007 This implies that the
'Trade ‘Unions have got fo build out of their existing organi-
sations a new industrial constitution, In this new . constiti-
tion it will be essential to define the position and powers of

Unless this happens the recognition of the Shop. Stewards

that Wm‘kélmp "

the Shop Stewards in relation to the methods and machinery .

- of Trade Union government. The tendency is for Trade

_Unpion officials, of what may justifidhly be called the old

school, t0 look upon the leaders of the Shop Stewards” move -

ment ag usurpers of-théir powers, or as a sort of industrial
Bolshevik movement runby clever devils who are just damned
fogls. The truth is that the average Trade Union efficial
is quite cut of touch with individual shop problems, and the
Bhop Steward is not, The man in the central office oceupied

| with details of Ttade Union adminigfration looks tpen the
- minor grievances of a workshop as irvitating nuisances, and

- toa often is desirous of maintaining the status quo in oxder
to pafeguard his own personal position, The Shop Steward
:;i,f aﬁ:}iﬁd, bgjtiﬁeﬁhl}unclrid and 013:.6 litble,ﬁmtters of workshdp
iife that affect his mates working with him . o’ ‘
g,ench. IFEIJ?—HY : g with bim . at the pame

ecarise ol his cool judgment and practical hnderstanding of
the problems needihg ¥ettlement. ~And if the Shop Stewgrd?é.
have led sirikes-—and, as in tho case of Coventry, proved
the men svere right—they have also been the means-of pre-
yenbing more strikes, - They have heen egually fearless in

he is chosen for the.office of Shop Steward, .
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he would do ficst, apd Sgerates continued—-

. ¢ity richer!

. two years.™.

% Memorabilia,” isvparticularly applicable 1o the conditions

of the present day.

.- ¢ Glagcon, the son of Ariston, desiring to be a leader
in the city, began to speak in public before e was twenty

years of age, and ~amongst hig friends and relatives none
g¥as able to restrain Lim from making a laughing-stock ot
Liimgelf, except Socrates, who, meeting him, beghn in such
a way. a8 to induce him to listen, saying:— '

““ Well, Glaucon, I hear you intend to become a greatman.

in our dty.” s
““Yes, I do, Socrates?® " ‘
¢ That's right, it's one of the best things 4 man can do: for
if you succeed vou will not pnly be able to do what vou like

yourself, but yeu will We in a-position to help your friends.

and to raise your family, and. e Increase the greatness of
your country; and you will bo renowned first in the city,
and then throughout Greece, and perhaps, even, like Themi-
stocles, abroad; and wherever you may be you will always

ba a conspicuous person.’’ | .
- Hearing this, Glaucon was much flattered

suseful to the city P

| and willingly .
.tlayed to listen, so Socrates went on— : .

“T suppose since you arer going to be so famous vou
~mean to be very | ,

superfluous,”

be able to plunder! \ A ! ) irs
self? or how did you know that they are badly garrisoned®’”

by land and by sea: aud then the same-of the other powers.'’

T TIndeed,” said Glaucon, ‘I am.not in a position to tell
- son that oub of my head,” e :

" Never mind; if you have gob-il written
fetch it, for we should "so likke to hezrt” -,

““But I've not even got 16 written down vet.” N

“Then we must refrain also {rom giving counsel about
war,” said Secrates. ¢ Perhaps the magnitude of these
matters put you off undertaking them -so early in your
carveer.. But I am sure you have been thinking about the
defences of the country, and know how many of the {orls
are well plaged o not, and how many are insufficiently gar-
risoned, and that you -will advise us hew to strengthen those-

-~

down, go and

which are well placed, and do away with those which dre

T ashall do away with all of them,” said Glaweon, “for

~they are so badly garrisoned that the ¢ountryside is actually

rlundered,”’ .

“ And if you take sway the forts, anyone who likes will
But did you go and logok into it your-

“1 imagine it to.be tho case.”” e N
“Aight it not he better, here again,” said Sovrates, © to

2 N . o R . - N . . . L) ’ . StvYe - . - 512
‘4: O'f course.” - 3 S . el e put oft giving advice until We 110 longer imagine, bub know?
Come then, don’t.make a mystery about it; tell us “Well, perhaps,’”’ said (lancon. . . .
where you will begin your reforms.” | f ' - “1 suppose you have not heen to the silver munes,” re-

.

Glaucon hesitated, as if just beginning to consider what

KJ

“I suppose it yvon wanted to exalt a friend’s househnld
make him richer; shall you fry to make the -

you would try to

93
¢ Certainly.” ,
YTt will be richer if
increased 2’ - |
“T should think so.y

the sources of the revenue are

. ¢ Tell us then, from what sources the revenues of the city
are now derived, and how great they are; for you must have

considered this so as tosbe able to increase what are deficient,

‘and to replace any which have dropped out.”* - o
- “Why,no,” said Glaucon, ‘‘I have not considered this.”

“Well, if you have omitted this, tell us the expenses of

- the ¢ity ; for you will want to cut off ‘those which are super-

fluous.”’

“Indeed,’” said Glaucon, “I have not yet had time to.

look into thig eitler.”” .

L33

gumed Socrates, “so as to be able to say why they are

vielding less than they used to?”’
““No, T haven't heen there.”’.

“YWhy. no indeed: the place is sald to be unhealthy, and
that* will Be guite sufficient excuse.when you ara called upon

to speak about it."”

“ You are laughing at me,”’ said Glaucon, L
‘“ One thing, at any rabe, I am sure you have not neg-
lected, and that is, how long the corn of the country suffices
to feed the city, and how much it falls short in the vear,

g0 that the «ity may net run short without wour heing

aware, hut that 3 ,

vou may know exachly what is necessary,
- » B . 4 .
and by your advice to the city may help to save it.," - -

“ You are making it out to be a tremendous affair,'” said _

Glaucon, ““if T am to have to look after such things as

these.”” -
“VWhy,”

“Oh well,” said Socrates, ‘“welil put off making the city it. Bub since the city consists of more than ten thoysand,
richer, for how is it possible. to look atber her expenses aud households, and it is a difficnlt matter to manage so “\any
revenues unless you know what they are?”’ al]l together, why not try first tn improve oue, that of \ur

“ But Socrates,”’ said Glaucon, ‘it is possible to make

“the city richer at the expense of her enemies.”’

“ Why, certainly,” said Socrates, ¢‘ if we happen to hs the

‘stronger, but if we are weaker we should lose even what we

have.”’ o L e o

¢ No doubt,” T d :
- “Then if you want to 'advise war you must know the
strength of the city, and that of the hostile powers, and then

“if the city is sironger you may advise her to dsclare war,

‘bhut if the enemy is stronger, you may persuade her to let
it be,”’ o . :
“Quits right.”? # 7

L

vou help many?

uncle—it needs ib. And if you find you can do this, thten
you may try more ; but if vou cannot help one;, how could
T ) *

«“T would certainly pnt my uncle's Louse in order,”’ said
Glaucon, *“ if he were willing to obey me.” ‘ |

““Tyg you really think, then,’” said Socrates, ¢’ that though
vou are unable to make’ your uncle obey you, you will be
ahle to make all the Athenians, including your uncle, obey
you? Take earc, Glavcon; that in your ecagerness for fame
you do not get the opposite. . Do you not see iow dangeronus
it iz for people to talk. and be busy abopt matters which
they don’t understand?’

| THE SHOP STEWARDS' MOVEMENT iN
dealing with the men they represent as they havé heen in
defying autocratic management. Indeed, it can be said for
the Shop Stewards that they have not ouly acted as the

levers which have raised wage rates, bub to them is due

practically all the credit for the improvement in workshop
conditions that have come .into operation during the last
} . .

While it is’ true that the personnel of the Shop Stewards

is made up for the most part of men with advanced political |
and industrial ideas, this is not the_case with the rank and
file whose confidence they possess. Many of the,Shop Stew~

ENGLAMD,

(Continued from page 56). |
ards are reclatively young men, but ‘at Coventry, ss elses
whers, the strenfth of the movement lay in the resoluteness

of the older men; it was an instance of all ages, as well as all

grades, stending together in the making of their demands.

The value of the Shop Steward to the Trade Unions is
that he sees and {eels things at the actual scurce.of indus-
trial discontent. In view of thie proposal to et up Induns-
trigl Councilys of employers and emploved on the baws of the
Whitley Report, the future of the Shop Stewards’ move-
ment is full of Industrial potency to the organised Wozjkg;g)

k3

4

said Socrates. ‘“no one would efier e able to
’ -~ . b s - by g A

“manage hig dwn household nroverly if he did not nirderstand.

just what was needed, and if he were nob careful to supply
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% Onthe Statute Book to-day there
are cerbain laws giving to the Dublin
workers, through the Corporation, powers
vver -the conditions of life ‘in thewr city.
These powers, if properly and relentlessly
utilised, wonld go a long way towards

remedying that fearful state of affairs:

already cited, and would also be in direct

" wccord with the general movament to re-
esbablish the true Irish nation.”’ -

~ ~—(**Re-conquest of JIreland.” By

' James Connolly.) o

. It has been well said that the best of

1 be well under 7 }» a n;eel:. ‘And suppos-

ING DUBLIN'S WORKERS.

AND ALLOTMERTS. " By J. VINGENT

ing that the number of plots had heen
suificient to cover a quarter mile belt
round the city, say on a semi-circle of 18,
miles, 18 miles long bg 4 wide equals 4%
- square miles equals 2,880 acres’ equals
23,040 houses, which is- about the, num-
ber of one-room tenements in present-day
Dublin? - , - |
Now what wants to be particularly em.-
phasised is that powers to acquire such
“virgin ' sites and provide cottages
with allobmentg within its district have

. faws are useless without the knowledge
- and public spirit that will secure their
éffective . working and” administration,
and of no code of: laws can this ‘be more
truly sgated then of the statutes known
ay, the%lousing of the Working Classes

©Acts, 1880-1908, They ave of vital im-

-
%

N .

s GEPTYING out & housing scheme.
| allotments would have been ‘worked, we -

portance to the welfare of the workers
. of Dublin, yet a knowledge of the powers

which are given thereby to remedy exist- -

ing conditions or open up néw possibili-

 tles of life for our workers is sadly want--
ing, otherwise slum conditions would not
be what they are to-day in Dublin.

In an article entitled ‘¢ Irish Plothol-

ders’ Union,’? appearing in ¢ The Leader”’
of December 15th, entering a plea for an
Allotment Act, the writer, ~“‘¥. Don~
melly,” states:—‘‘ Twenty years ago the
-district served by the mew church of 8t.
- Columba on Tong Road, Drumeondra, was

under grass and let at .£5 to £7F an’acre, .

It is' now paying to the ground landlord
the same sums per backyard. Suppos-
ing that this plotholding movement had

. gbarted 20 years ago, and that an Irish |

Allotments Act had empowered the Cor-

poration to provide allotments in, among
 other places, Glasnevin and Drumcondra,~
, dhe Corporation might then have taken
these grass lands on a perpetuity lease of,
58Y', £gér an acre, and have given security
to. allotment holders subject only to this
condition, that they might at any time
cnter on thé-land for the purpo:ﬁ' of
These

shall reasonably suppose, without any ex-
pense to the rates. And supposing that
gix years ago when two rotten tenement
houses fell in Church Htreet, killing a
number of people, the O’orp&aﬁon had”
built on this Drumcondra.land neat de-
tached homes of 4 rooms each—8 to the
acre—and invited the Church Street sur-

- vivors to go out there to live. . How
would it have worked out? .£6 per acre.
equal 15/~ per bouse ground rent, The
houses would have cost £250 each, which
would finclude ¢ development ’ _xéiw,rges,
oy " in o plain Englisk, the building of
streets, sidewalks and sewers, Interest
~ on capital plus sinking fund or redemp-
tion charge wonld have beén about &
per cent. or £12 10s, per

a total of £13 5. per annum or

X

~ of an acre of garden. Rates and taxes
would be gn pddifiton,. but the total would

t several tenements, and .the purposes of

house, m%%ing |
-8
week for a four-roomed home with 1-16th |

‘been possesséd by the Dublin Corporation |
for the past twenty-seven. years, and that

in addition for the past nine years it has
had the powers to provide. cottages with
allotments on ¢ virgin ”’ sites without its
digtrict if mecessary,  That is to say,
that no new Irish Allotments Act is ne-
cessary for a solution of the Housing
- Problem such as P. Donnélly suggests

‘but if the workers organise and deman

such a solution, the scheme must and¥
can be put in hands immediately, and car-
ried throrégh by the Dublin Corporation

and the Government

' nent, as already recom-
mended by both. . - = A

" Part II1. of the Housing of the Work-
ing Classes Acts, 1890-1908, gives the ap-
Cportunity to the Dublin Corporation to
_provide coftages with permanent allot-
ments for urban workers. The Telltw-
Cing swe the sections of the Acts.whicls
give the powers:~— |

Under Part Iil, of the Act of 1830, .
Sec. 53 (1). The expression “ lodging-
houses’? for the working classes when used’
in tiis part of this Act shall ingiude
separate houses or coltages for the work-
ing colasses, whether containing.one or

bhis part of this Act shall include the
provision of such houses and cottages,

(2). ‘The sxpreesion * cottage *’ in.this
part of this Act may include® a garden of
net more than half an acre, provided that
the esfimated annual value of such garden
ghiall not exceed three pounds, -

®ee, 67 (1). Land for the purposes of
this part of this -Act may be acquired by
a local authority in like manner as it
those purposes were purposes of the Pub-
lic Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, and Sec-
tions 202-204, both inclusive, of that Act
(relating to the purchase of lands) shall
apply xa.ccordinglﬁ/. o

Sec: 59. The local authority may, on
any land. acquired or appropriated by
them,- erect any buildings suitable for
lodging-houses (i.e., cottages with allot-
ments) for the working classes and cou-
vert any buildings into lodging-housés for
the working classes, and may alter, en.
large, repair and improve the same re-
'sgectively, and fit up, furnisk and supply
the same respectively with all requisite .
furniture, fittings, end conveniences.
Under the Aot of 1008,

Seo. 6. Where a petition is presented

1 with the Secretary,

BRADY, ¢

ment Board for an order authorising the
acquisition of land for the purposes of
Part ILE of the Act of 1880, the provi-
sions of Section 6 of the Labourers (Ire-
land) Act, 1906, shall, with the necessary -
modifications, 'apply in the ‘case of the
petition and the subsequent proceedings
and orders thereon, in like manner as -
‘they apply in the cagse of an improvement
- scheme under the Labourers * (Ireland)
Acts, 1883 10 1896. . . .
Sec. 7, Where a local authority have
adopted Part II1. of the Act of 1890, they

may, for supplying the needs of their dis-

| trict, establish or acqujre lodging-houses

(i.e., cottages and allotmenfs) for the
working classes dutside their district, and

| they skall have the same powers of bor-

rowing.in' respect of anything done under
this section ag such, authority have in .
‘respect of anything déne for the purposes

Aots within their district. e
- Provided always that no lodging-houses
(i.e,, cottages and allotments) ghall be
-egtablished or.acqiired by any local au-

Government Board, and of any Urban or .»
- Rural District Council within whose dis-
trict it is proposed to establish such lodg-
ing-houses (i.e., cottages and allotments).

All expenses incurred in the execution
of Part III. of the Housing Acts, 1890~
1908, shall be defrayed in the case of an
urban, sanitary authority as part of the
general oexpenses of their execution of
the  Public Health Acts, and they may
borrow for -the purpose-of the execution
of this part of the Acts. in like manner
and subjectto the like conditions as for
the purpose of defraying the above-men~
tioned gemera] expenses. | "
- (To be Continued),

RURAL WAGES. o

- TLast week Irish Opinion published an,
official notice by the secretary of the
Agmcultuml Wages - Board (Ireland),
.which stated that it is understood that
- some employers are not complying with
the Order fixing. wages, issned on Nov-
ember 10th. Employers who try to evade
the Order are liable to a fine of £20 in.
respect of each offence, with a fing of £1
per day for every day the offence is con-
tinued.” Complaints should be lodged:
e Sec; Agricultural Wages
Board, 14 St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin.
. That such a notice: should be necessary
18 @ sad commentaty on the morality of
the Irigh farmer. As.an employer, he
acts with tlve same selfishness as the
“urban qmplayeanm%d_?le requires the same
corrective, the vigilance of the. Trade
Tnion, Rural workers who desire %o
secure even such benefibs as the miser-
able Wages Order. confers,.must join up
with the Tradg Unions catering for them.
We shall be "glad to pub unorganised
workers in touch with the Trade Uniong

by alacal authority to the Local Govern-

-

i operating in their distrlct,

L]

of the Housing of the Working Classes

thority:under the provisions of this sec- =
v tion, save with the consent of the Iocal
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' The refusal of 'M?."Balfoui?“ t5 define

’

like all other large Powers, and Hag given | Tarity, in ¢ reprobabing Germany fon

‘prise us.

the war gims of the Allies need not sur-
His attitude is quite consis-
tent with his well-ktown hatred of de-
mocraty heautifully illusbrated last week
by his' inability to see any incongruity
hetween the professions of the Allies and
their real intentions, as revealed hy the
secret Treaties.  Balfour, at least, was

honest in his whole-hearted sympathy

with the purpose of thdse Treaties; un-

like the sanctimonions Liheralgy who pro--

fess innocence whenever these unpleasant
facts are brought fo their notice. The
X ! :

day that any of the great Powers are

“ forced to tell the truth about their war

ambitio:s will come only when they see

dollars for armies

us no ground for beliewing in an altruism
denied to Europecan nations,
Linperialism Has frequently substituted
but has succeeded in
adding considerabfy to the territory and
‘“ spheres of influence’’ of American
capital,. R o
_As far as the present war is concerned

there is equally little to justify a belief |

in the super-humanity of President Wil~
son, A glance at the Allied newspapers
during the first two years of the war will

 show what estimate was put upon Wil
son’s professions of faith in the rause !

he has now championed. The * Irish-
American”’ and other neutral newspapers

American |

the annexation of the territory taken

from the Germans by force, yel ignoring.

the annexation by England of a country
which never belonged to her. Wea hope
that when the National Conference meets

to consider this statement of Allied La~
- bour’s war aims,-the case of Ireland will -/
| be urged upon: the attention of the meet-s

ing, e

[~

The frantic aetérminatidn of the Allied

i*ftgpitalisb Governments lest International
a

our should meet to discusy their-com-~

mon aimg and interests, is the most sig~

nificant plenomenon of this war,  The
interest, of Ireland in such a mdeting "is
obvious, for no other tribunal of the na-

that the game is fip. So long as lies and
! u%alif’cing latitudes contént the peoples
,,,,,, of the helligerent countries, so long will
“their rulers conceal the truths which they
know will, if revealed, put an end to the

tions could give o sympathetic o hoaring.
to our claim for incependence, Where
ihe professional diplormats would sse-only
pawns in a game, to be .exchanged  for
other pawns, the representatives of In~

of the same period testify to the disap-
- pointment caused by his inahility io
realise the service to humanity which
might have been performed by the most
-powerful nation outside the helligerent

’Iucarativei.business of war. ~Whatever | grou 5. Neither from ile neutral nor | 'tegna,tional Labour will see fellow-human
good motives may have brought, the vari-'| the Allied nor the German point’ of view | beings exploited hy capitalism at home
ous peoples into the trenches, it is im- | was it possible to commend or under- | and %’]‘.mpemalmm abroad. - If the British..
possible to discoyer in the acts and plans | stand 1&3 policy of President Wilson, | Labour Party demands a plebiscite for

“of human imbecility.

of their governinents the slightest. pro- 4
mise for the advantage of humanity at

large,

—

t

What*must be called the Wilson supérr

stition is perhaps the most amazing ab-

~surdity of a war which has produced a

truly remarkable crop of incredible fruits
» The Press com-
mexnts on the war aims debate ring with

tearful cries of ““ What:s will President

‘Wilson say?f’”’ The inferance is that that

~eminent fresbyterian will be shocked hy

the cynicism of FEnglish Liberalism and
the disconcerting candour of Mr. Balfour.

The Allied governments, we are told, are

. not worthy of the eeonﬁ(ience of the inip- -

. M,

cent Mr. Wilson, and they must” mend
their ways if they do mot wish to lose
hig friendship.  This

cepted by all parties except the impeni-
tent Prussians; who, unlike their col-
leagues in othep coumtries; refuse even
lip homage to the moral scothsayer. Yet
’ Balfour seemed .quite unperturbed at
the

wrath ¢f the President, and we suspect
him of ‘having very good reasons for this
confidence. Does it never occur to Dr.
Wilson’s variegated devotess that Ame-

rica, like other capitalistic countrigs, has
.no wislr nor power to disasseciatoe. i
from the group

rerself
whose interests she
shares? It is quite legitimate to sup-
pose that whenever Wilson speaks on
international questions affecting
Allies, he does so with the knowledge of
Kngland, France and Italy.

If the. fofeign policy of the United

States had ever "shown any differences

of principle from that of the Nuropean
Powers, there might be some reason for

investing that country with a halo. But,
-~ as everybody knows, apart from aggres-

sive expansion, which -has not been ne-
cessary owing to geographical conside-

. rations, America has behaved exactly

extraordinary”
dogma. of Aimerican infallibility is ac-

rospect of incurring the righteous

the

*disillusion.

Why, therefore, sinece he has at last com-

-mitted himself, must we regard him as

the saviour of civilisation®  What has he
done to earn the confidence so freely be-

—stowed upon him by so many otherwise

conflicting * paytios? He has pratiled

about the freedom of the seas, and has

enforced an even stricter bloéldade of
neutrals than Xngland had before.. He
hay declared that America is not making
war against the German people, but has
subjected the Germans in America to re-
strictions as harsh as any enforced in
I'rance or England. He has talked of
making the world safe for democracy,
while " in  America all freedom-—indus-

trial,s political and intellectual—is_heing..
‘restrained in .a fashion popularly sup-

posed to be peculiarly Prussian. Tn a
word, America’is going through exzactly
the same experience of Wwar
visited the countrics of Furope in 1914.
1t is folly to look to that quarter for
even-such glimmerings of reason ag are
visible in the IHuropean helligerents,
thanks to thiree years of suffering and
‘Distance lends enchantment
to the view of .Dr. Woodrow Wilson’s
halo, 3 o
- The statement of war aims issued on

w——

| behalf of the Labour Party and Trade

Union. Congress ag ‘“The
Herald ’ points out, ‘‘amplifying and
explaining rather more fully.””” So far'as
Ireland is concerned, we note the same
disereet silence as overcomes President
Wilson when he envisages the world made
““gafe f& democracy.” Belgium, Poland,
Alsace-Lorraine, Palestine and the Bal-
kans all come specificglly within the pur-
view of English-labour) but Ireland is re-.
legated to the obscurity of those safe
generalisations, anent the right of small
pations to govern themselves, of which

requires,
43

Woodrow Wilson has“so euphonious. a-

collection: Fortunately, at any gather-
ing of International Labour we can count
upon the presence of those who will re-
nind .our Bnglish comrades of their insu-

L]

fover as

Alsace~Lorraine, -there can be no objec-

{_tion to n similar demand being made for
Tghe pettlement of the Anglo-Irisly ques-

tion,  What is sauce fqr the German
goose will bo sauce for the British gander,

‘As the daily press informed wus, the

British House of Commons recently he-
mused itself with the subject of thé Gov-
ernment’s ““ War Aims Committes,”’
which is about to propare an explanation
—at the public expense—of the fact that
the world has heen in a state of chaos
for the pasgt three years. We. are now
about to be edified with g statement of
““what we are fighting for,”’ g point nob
entirely without “interest in-this-fourth
winter of hostilities.
Outhwaite, J.P,, informed the House,
there are somée people who have no

- doubts as to the advantages of the great

triumph of European civilisation which
we have been witnessing. Referring to
the Ttalian reverses, Mr. Outhwaite
said « ““ From evidence that I can giva
to the House from a very well-qualified
authority, it seems.that” the failurs on

one part of the Italian front can in itself

be directly ‘traced to no pacifist move-

* ment,>hut to conditions brought abeut by

famine. I am informed that when the
Turin riots took place, owing to famine,
certain regiments sided more or less with
the people,  and that those regiments
were sent; as a punitive measure, to a
certain part of  the Italian front, and
were kept.in the trenches for some
thirty-seven days. 1t was upon those
men, - exhausted in the front-line
trenches, that the German attack was
made, with the results we know.’”

¢ People could hold to economic Social-
ism without attaching themselves to
atheistic doctrines. He was as anxious
‘ag any Socialist to see present; conditions
bettered, and he believed that the waxn
would bring ‘great changes.’’——Arch~
bishop Mannix of Melbourne,

i

i,

Meanwhile, as Mr.



-, their instructions from London
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 Food control in ireland, - |

- Notes
!

- 'We liave always been of {the opinion

that the so-called Trish Food Control

T Committss is a mockery, and a sham. It

i« an Irigh Committee ceriainly, but that
it has had anything to do with food s
- guestionable.
stated that the Committee never had and

‘It can Dbe emphatically .

.. .never was intended to have any control.

It was appointed as an Advisory Com-

mittea to the English Food Controllet.
The Committee has attempted to carry
out its appointed work, hut its advice has
~always been ignorved, "Not ‘only has the
- preat millionaire coalowner, food-control-
“hung Lord Rhondds ignored the Commit-
tea’s advice, it is freely rumoured that
the officials nominally subject to the Com-
mijtes have flouted it also, The thing
was ridiculous from the beginning. - It
was never ifitended to be real. It was
tg Blind us to our real interest and to

cover up the depredations of Rhondda and.

Compaty in Ireland, Now the Committe
is burst. A short time ago Mr. Thomas
Farren threatened to resign if executive

yower were' not.conceded to the Com--
Al Anderson
and Harold Barbour have actually ve-

mibtes. Now Messrs., R.

signed for the same reason.  Messts.
Anderson and Barbour represented. the

)

Irish co-operative movement on the Coem--

nittee.

They arve both men of experi-

ence in dealiog with food production and:

distribution.  Given g free hand they
might have done excellent work, but they
~wers always ignored, as Mr. Barbour put
it, by  the men higher up.”’ The Com-

wittee of itself could do nothing, not even

control the varieus petty controllers now
in office in Dublin. The Sngar Controller,

: oot 3 R
" the Tea Controller, ete., ete., ete., took

s befity
ihe imperial dignity of ex-clerks of the
Tand Commission. An, Irish Committee
was too small a thing for such. great
people. To take instructions from a
werely Irish Committes might mean

fawer visits 1o _ Tondon &t the
public expefise, afid ™ aleo less chance
1o thrust™- oneself . under. the no-
tice of » the - mighty controller of
everything, excepl the war, in London
town., We sincerely hope that Mr. Far-

ren will mow put his threat into action

and ‘that Labour will take the extreme
. question of food comtrol into its owa
~hands. Tt is the emly way.

The Butter Bribe, . .
At the annual general mesting of the

Irish Agricultaral Organisation Soclety,
- the organising centre of the Irisit agri-.

. cultural co-operative movement, Mr. R.
'A. Anderson, the secretary, and ‘lately
one of the members of the Irish Food

.."Control Committée, made -the following

" significant statemend which we think

worthy of note by Irish Labour, as ib-

oxplains to some extent at least why
butter is now unprocurable in this coun-
iry, of oreamories.

¢ Creameries had

. ‘been passing resolutions,”” Mr, Anderson

. Aeid “asking the Feod Control Upm-

Recoghition,

s

!
et
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Thev were

far in excess of ithe prics fized by the
Order. 'They were being tempted to ssll
bhutter by . British m-erc%mn‘bs, and - they
were told by the Tood Controller that
they were fob to receive this winter any
quantity of foreign or Colonial butter.
‘Lhiey knew there was a shortage of about
S0 per cent. in the usual winter butter
supplies. They wore to have no imports,
and they ware being bribéd T continue
exporting butter. 'T'hev wanted to-put a
stop *to that.and they wanted to ask the,
Food Controller to prohibit the export of
hutter.
m and nothing heard -about it, except a
reply to My, Byrue in the House of Com-
ingps  that the Trish butter producers

“were unpatriotic to export, butter at the
- high prices with which they were heing
tempted, #nd there was no reason -to.
Jinterfere with the trafiie.”’.

conierences throughout “the country,

knowing the circumsiances intimately,

have demanded the prohibition of export

4l March 1st, 1918, North and South
SWas . urnanimously
course ; there was no dissentient voice, -

agreeable. to this

and yet nothing is dope. Mr, Clynes may

twit our butter producers ironically on
their patrictism, it is poor enough surely

to deserve such irony, but his chief and
his Department is still mean enough to
tempt fate for a famine in Ireland. 1f
the butter producers he not patriotic, if
they siill hanker after the bribss of the
British munition worker and the British
Food Controller, our only hope lies in
prompt action by Irish transport work-
ers, If the Departinent of Agriculture
and the Irish Foed Control Committes
are powerless, ITrish railway and dock

~workers are nobt. They must recognise

their power and they must use it.. .

]

It 'is apparently still pessible in this
country. 1w .refuse recognition to Irish
Trade TUniond  The Trade Union™ has
come to stay. It is now an integral part
of the industrial system in every country
in the world, aund whether employers like
1b or nob they must recognise the fact.
They are ready enough to enter into com-
hination themselves to safeguard what
they conceive -to be ~their inierests,

though their conception may be, and is
often, of the most anti-social description.

They try to refuse the right of combina-
tion to the worker, Some employers in
this country of ours still seem to think in
terms of eightcenth-century philosophy.-
They have an ideh that the men  they
employ may be ranked with their hats,
their boots or their household furniture.
They think the worker is part of their
personal property and may be disposed of
ag they deemn fit to dispose of him,
may au employer not do what he likes

~with his own? Such is apparently the

viewpoint 70}"‘: 1}1&3? Trlsh @mploygrsi even
ig this twentisth century, 1tis time ghey

| mittee to take sieps to.suspend the ex-
port of butter frow Ireland.
offered enormously high prices for butter,

But as the jresolution. was sent

Co-operative

Lo ®

And
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an - Inglish correspondent.
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were taught something sensible, Not

~¢nly must they be tanght that the worker

does not belong to them : they must be
taught in addition that they themselves
are ths servanis of the community as a
whole. As servants they may perhaps he
tolerable, as wasters they certainly gre
The l.imerick Bar Association re-
serves to itself the right to sweat its
workers and refuses 1o~ recognise any
cormnbination among thein, A Portarling-
ton saw miller when his workers join a

Mrade Union trids to seduce them with

an jncreased wage to non-unionists, and

- some members of public. Loards seem to

imagine that to belong to a Trade Union
is a crime that ought to come within the
manifold clauses of D.OR!A. TFreedom’
evidently is the sacred right of emplofess

-and capitalisis only., The right to com-

kine for mutual aid is theirs adso. ft-is

an understandable position, but it is quite
nntenable. 1t was smashed to smithers

eens a hundred years ago in England. - 1t

has evidently only heen partially demol-
We must demolish. it

ished in Ireland.
]c;om&jlpte:ly and at the same time we will-
8

oing good for ourselves and for—vun _
- country, b

The Shop Steward, ‘ -

We publish elsewhere an article on the
shop steward movement in Hngland by
There has
been a deal of fuss raised about this move=
ment: Iv is presented to us hy qur pre-
judiced press as a revolitionary move-
ment of the first order. 1t is cértainlw o
movement of great significance to the
future orgamnisation of industry, and very

fortunately it is not confined to England. -

““ The New Statesmen ’’ of December 15
thus speaks of the movement: ¢ The shop
steward is not, as the. journglists are

proue "to imagine, an entirely new and
In every «
printing office has been, for a couple of

centuries at least, a * IMather of the

revolutionary development.

Chapel, heing one of the compositors’

who is cliosen, by ecommon consent, to

represent -the whole ¢ Chapel ’ in nego-
tions with -the management. sWoe hetide
the management if it ventures upon any
innovation without first conferring upon
the subject with the ¢ Father of the Cha-
pel,’ or if it refuses, arbitrarily, to give
due heed to the representations.that he
makes! In various manufacturing induse
tries in wood and metal, such a repre-
sentative of the workshop has long been
known as the shop steward, Tar from
heing in opposition to Trade Unionism,
the shop steward is definitely recogniged
10 various Trade constitutions, and the

.appointment.may be formally ratified by

the district committee of the Union.” The
duties of the shop steward may be () %o
see ‘that the members pey their wéekly

contributions, and sometimes to collect

these himself; (b) to see that newcomers
join the Union; (¢) to leok out for vigla-

. tions of the conditions-of employment

agreed upon for the trade in the distriet,

whether as to wages, hours, apprentices;

(Continue_c} on page §9.) © .
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" be submitted to a National Conference to be held in

- DEcEMBER 20TH, 1017.
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The organ of Industrial and Political Democracy. L

Weekly, Price 1d, ~

Literary communications should be addressed to the

Rditor, and business commnrications;to the Manager, at the
Office, 27 Dawson, Street, Dublin, . | '

.’";'s[a,tter' intended for 'publicjaﬁon i the following issue must
reach the '‘Office not later than Monday afternoon,

English Labour and

The Parliamenfary Commijtee of the English - Trade

Union Congress and the Ekecutive Committee of the
I.abour Party has issued a vevised edition’ of its war aims
and the basis of its Peace Programme. The proposals will

- London on Friday, 28th December, and, ifapproved: will

- peace to come.

" be et forth to the world as British Tabour’s ideal of the
“We have read the document. with great
At least

and, we may say, with sympsathetic interest. 5
when we set out to read it we were sympathetically dis-

posed, but as our reading progressed our sympathy grew

. gradually less_and less, until by the time we had finished

we had’ very small sympathy left. Upon the caiises of

the war the document reiterates the declaration unani-

“mously agreed tq by the Conference of the Socialist and

- peoples of Europe, who are necessarily the chief sufferers:

© common interest is now

Labour Parties of he Allied Nations on February 14th,
1915, ¢ Whatevér may

hreak of the war,;** the draft says, ¢ it is clear that the

from its Hortors, ;had themselves no hand in it.. Their

in which they find themselves engaged as to:bring it, as

soon as may be possible, to an issue in a secured and last-

ing peace for the world.”” With that we are in complete
agreement. It is a pious generalisation with which almost
any humanely minded person might agree- without pre-

judice to his ps trictic ardour. We hope, with the authors

a

. larly elected legislatures.”

‘that are of a judicial nature.””

of this document, *¢ that there shall be henceforth on
earth no more war.”” ¢ As a means to this end the British

suppression of
secret diplomacy, and on the placing of foreign pokiey,
just as much as home policy, under the control of popu-
‘A League of Nations, ¢ or
supernatural autbority,”” is also advocated, and an Inter-
nationa! High Court * for the settlement of all disputes
This also has our entire
sympathy and support. - ' | '

Clause 8 of the draft deals with territprial adjustments, ©

¥ ,‘ '

have been the causes of the out-

o to conduct the terrible strugzle |

" Labour ‘movement relies 4v§ry- largely upon the complete
* democratisation of all countries; -on the frank abandon-
" ment of every form of Imperialism ; on the

©om e e o o < e S8 e M AT

‘of tropical Africa. :
_trammelled and complete independence, and- is to have
cotifpensation for damage resulting from the war. The

‘interested in freedom.

- to pettle its

with thelr opinions or prejudices.

P zmn et m
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and it is with this clauge that we are most disappointeds—

“We find herein set out a policy for Belginm, Alsace--
.- Lorrdine, the Balkang, Ttaly, Polsnd, the Jews and Pales-

tine, the Problem of the Turkish Empire, and the Colonies
Belgium is to be restored to un-

future government of Alsace-Lorraine is to be determined,

in accord with the declaratisi of the Frefich Socialists,. by .

the peoples of these territories themselves under the pro-
tection of the League of Nations, The Balkan peoples

 are to be free to ‘“gettle their own destinies irrespective

-

of Turkish, Austrian, or other foreign dominion.’” Ttaly

yecéives British Labour support to its claim to Italia

Irredenta. Italian claims to he,’* united with those of-

“their” own race and tongue’’:has British labour’s

" «““warmest sympathy.”” Poland is to be treated * on the

- application of the principle of allowing each people o
settle its own destiny.™ The Jews are to form in Pales~

 “tine, ** a free state under international giarantee.’’ The . -

' Turkish Empire evidently is anathema to.British Laboue

just as it was to the pious Gladstone. ,
"o read this document one would imagine that such a

- place as Ireland were non-existent. Yet British Labotr

recognises that ““the only way of achieving 'a - lasting

| settle.xfnént 5" i¢"% on the application of the principle of
sllowing each people to settle its own destiny.”” Are we
‘not a people? If we are, why is the principle not 4o apyply

to us? For seven centuries we have claimed national
rights. Our record in this respect compares very proudly
with that of Poland. Yet we are not, on the programme
of British Labour, to have the right.of even Alsace-
Lorraine. Even in the disposition of African Colonies the
wishes of the people are to be respected. And if massacre

‘be a reason for the application of the principle we sordy

have & claim. Armenia, Mésopotamia and Arabia ave 1o
have ** the Sultan and his Pashas” banished from. con:
trol. It seems to us that the League-of Nations envisaged
by the framers of this so-called policy is not by any meang”
a League of Nations, it is a League of Fmpires they desive.
And if they are making the world safe for democraey will
they begin at home? The policy.of the British Laboui

- Party as here unfolded has really a very close resemblance

with the policy of British Toryism of the Lansdowne typel”
Many peoples-are to be liberated, but they are all "how -
subjects of the~German, Austrian, or T urkish Empires. -
Nowhere in this draft policy is it even hinted that-the.
British Empire is not a model to all the bold, bad Empiyes-
of the world. We would suggest to. the British Labour

«

L]

Party that this is not a policy that - will produce either

democratisation or a lasting peace. This draft policy .
would bear re-examination by people who are genuinely
-1t should, in our opinion, be
referred back with a direction that its future recommenda-
tions be based upon the principle of allowing  each people
own destiny.”> The lurid and partial applica-
tion of the principle is not worthy of its authors. It might
be signed by Crrzon or Milner without any violent break -
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| DUBLIN KOTES. .

The agreemeuts  embodying the " new
terms ol employment for dockers anc
coal workers were gigned st ihe Jension
House on Tuesdey last by the repressnte-

BT

M e

= fives of 1he Prensport T'nicn sand the #m-

ployers. These termg were ouilined in
Inst week's issue, and are regarded s ¢
vonsiderable Improvement on  prvisus
conditions.  The quayside lIabourers
may eopgratilee themselves on reaping
the fruits of wheir long and  arducus
rwruggles In reaching o decent level of
recolpense for their lubour. Many
peopde why gfected 1o look down on them

for their rougl elothes and grimy faces

have now 1o luck up tu them in the mat-
ter of income-—thot is when the work is
i be had! For iv must be reccllected
that vhe growing scarcity of shipping
‘brings increacing slackness of work even
while raies go up for what is availakle,
suid the mnerescity for eeonowmising ihe
fuod of Jrelgpud threatens, if the agits-
fHon suecends, to. contribnte its share in
making

raste of all elasses relwied that a move-
went in une part produces many ceusoe-

auneners in uther parts of the public con- |

cerni, “‘ Ar scath @ cheile is eadh maired
g daocine,’’ | | .

The thealrieal workers laving scnt in
demands - all the Dublin theatres for
improved zonditions and pay received on
Thursday an answer rejecting their de.
mands, ¢f covrse; bul offering to meet
iwo representutives from each house and
the officials of their Union (Transport) in

conference 1o discuss matters. 41 the.
- bume of -going io.press negoliations are

proceeding.. The most ‘valuable part of
the congessiens demanded is the regula-
tion_stthours and over time, which would

work scaree ghrougl lessening .
export traflic, So closely are the inte-
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give thém some other standard than the

will of the managsr as their guide and
referepce,  Extryg iaoney is usefnl cnly
as a iemporary help.  Independence is
better. |

An Irish Leagne of Trained Nurses has
within the last few weeks been formed in
the city. " The many thousands of szick
people who have passed under the hands
of nurscs from time to time must have
posne inkling, however faint, of the ter-
rible demands which the requirements of
thelr profession make on their energy znd
strength, and will wizh, il only in-the
pablic interest, to see them well caiercd
“and provided for.  Chief among the
~objects which the league proposes to

itsell as’1ts programme of Work, are the |

development of schemes of a provident or
benevolent character to keep its weaker
members free from the taint of the thing

called charity, and a round'of social fix-
tares which will provide a mneh-needed

change {rom the stenes of pain and stress
which form the staple of their daily on-
vironment, Should these fixtures prove
popular among nurses, they will provide
@il hranches of the profession with an
opportunity of becoming acquainted, and

tiirongh ivtercourse help them to realise ma‘tt»e/r/éﬂ\b\:{fids, and it is

1
i
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mwuch they have tv gain by organising.

The doctors' crgeudsation is one of uhe
shrongest and closest of any profession
or trade, and rince *imitaxizn is *the

sincerect form of faitery ” the sister pro-

fesvion showld pay the medical men -whe
araoetul ‘ & leaf out of

.", " N » " L
wribute of 1aking

the'r bogls. iihe beet ene at that) so ihus

Cthe intercets of whe murges should be

properly  loofed after by the proper

people, 1l nurses themselves. Such wn
. ) [d 1 - (Al 3 »

asseeaation exists in Kegland, with an

v Trisn bramnel in Dublin, but the Xurses’
Lesgue do not propoze 1o merge their |

identity with the Koglish Association.
I that they are wis~, Tor ald oxperienes
shows thet in the Englich mind Trizh
interests are secondary
their inborn asenmption of supericrity

elings to English bodies "in  all~ theirtl

actions, A recent svecessful concort held
at the Gresham Yotel, and a leaflet ex-
plaining their obiccts, are the first at-
temots at publivity of the Irish Irague

cof Trained Nurses, vo which we wish a ;

prosperons Xew Yoar, -

~ LIMERICK NOTES, -
The doings of the Trades Ugunell have
of loge assmed “the characser of o for-
ward movemeni.  This is most remark-

able in the number of bodizs seeking |

aflation. A< compared with June of
this year the nuwbher of  Sovieties
afiliated has morce than doubled. Tho

pity is that all Societics have net vet -

done so. Limerick is 100 small a town,
and the forers against labour itlere are

00 gtrong, iu whirh 1o hava dividad.

forces. However, it is 1o be hoped that
by the dawn of the New Year our friends
of the ¥ederated Labour Council will
unite with their brothers of the Mecha-
wics’ Institnie, By doing so, and seiting
oy own, house in oraer, we may he
beiver fordified to win what we ardently
dezira in a much shorier time. 7

The jaw Clerks and Tyoists of the o

eity have had railier protracted necotia-
tione with their emplovers relative 10 an
inerease in. their wages, The Bar Asso-
«iation, as the emplovers call themselves,
refused to recognise theomen’s grisvances
ay a body, and their reply is that it is
a matter for individual arrangement.
Might not all cmployers say the same,
and would they not pay the worker whay
they chose or what he ‘hight be cozn-
pelled o take? Organisation has long
since proven that, in dealing with em.
ployers, it is véry much superior to indi-
vidual “ bargaining,” which leaves the

individual at ihe employver's merey. To-

day it i3 the Employers’ Union against
the Workers” Union, and as time goes

on this is bound to become more emi-

phasised. Doos it not scem strarge thab
lawyors, wlho helong to one of the great-

o5t and most exclusive Trade Unions i -

the covntry, shonld refuse' recocnition
0 a combination of their clerks?
Thz Trades Council has now the
o be

considerations ;) |

Low tmuch ihey have in comman and how -1 hoped ihat the gresier power thers
.a‘ ol

R Sy
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-ration was reluctant to discres
i tion, but the Housing Assy :
severed. We were reguested to “ piy

wvgked will have the desired effeet. The
clerks Lave placed av the disposal of the

Council sore very interesting fants re. .

lative to wages and conditions, which will
be ussd if and when the pecessity arises.

The City Housing Association augurs
well. . Thongh formed cnly 2 short time
it hgs gt least ome wictory fu wevord,

it has compelied thaf leihargical body,

the Ucrperation, to rouse itself, and for
3 s

the firsy time in three vears, ccovemed’

‘& meeting of Iz Hounging  Committee.

Many ard various are the ruses of the

slum landiord, and we have, them galore
in the Limerick Corperation. The Corpo-
1the gques-
%-im"icn per-

the poor raiepayer,”’ but ir. E. Bieven-

563 -4he Association Chairman, said that

we did not ask the Corporatvion io under-
talke the work, the jol was, too big for
the Corperation. Housing should Be a

national guestion. Money can be found

1o earry on 4 war and make cripples,
widows, and orphans; can moneyv fiot Le
found for decently heusing vur workers.
“We ask buit a few hours of war exa
penditure to satisfy our needs.”

That the Trade t'nion movement i

selfizh,

ages and gti]ll more wages, is
A taunt that ig often levelled at us.

At

the last meeting of the Tradea Counsil i$

was decided to ask Judge Henry Neil, of

Chicago, the Piomeer of Mothers' Pen-

sions, and Councillor Kneeshaw, Lahour
candidate for Birmingham, to speak “in
Limerick. We have been informed that
the services of both gentlemen had been
offered to other bodies in ibe city, who
look down upon the Trades Couneil, and
had been refused. It shows whe are the
irue friends of education in Limerick.
The Co-operative movement is again
on the tapis; let us hope it will stav this
lime: geveral atternpls have been made

to place the sister movement of Trade-

Cnivnism on a footing in Limerick, hut
1t has failed. We expect the” lossons
learned from the profitcer will prove
efnctive. '

Activity in Labour circles is general,

but more especially amongst the semin.

The
simce 1t
rases ag

gkilled and™ general workers.
1.TW.T. has wrought wonders
advent into ihis oty, in some
many as three definite increases in wages
have been gamed by members of that
Union without a strike and what was
at the outset the” hardest job en-
countered, has resulted in an advance
of from 5s. 6d. to 7.
men empioyed in O'Bonnell’s Tannery.
Laundry hands have also got through,
the Union.ath increase of is.. 6d. to 4s,
per weel. , ' )
The dispuie 4n the bakery trade s
referred to arbitration.
hoped that although Limerick enjoys dav
work since 1R72, and, therefore, needs
nothing on_ that score, thev ‘may turn
ont as vell as their co-uniomists in
Dublin, ' » ~ '

It 'is to be

per week for the

-~
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Belfast,

Telegraph ” have much to answer for!

‘break of war; how, when other centres in

" England and Scotland were seething with

 discontent and strikes oceurring with la-
mentahle frequency, the men of Belfast
had shown an example of how patriots
should bghave, they nad never cace even
whispered the dread word ** strike.””

It was not quite true, of course.- There
Thad been occasional stoppages of more or
less dmportance, but on the whole it
might be sald with truth that the Belfast
shipyard workers up to the appearance

of those articles ‘‘ boosting °° Belfastmen-

-had been content to acvcept whatever the
efforts of their more aggressive fellow-
workers across the water had succeeded

in obtaining. But alas for the reputation !
of the Black North, and 2las for the
. *wisdom of the aforesaid newspapers! For,
ever sinee the suggestion was mide that
Englishmen and Scotsmen had been |

doing all the fighting, strikes and stop-
pages have been almost of weekly occur-
' rence, s

‘As we write, three separate strikes are
going en. About five thounsand shipyard
men—the blaek squad—platexs, rivetters
canlkers, smithg, ‘etc., etc.; have sboppeé
work as a reply to the offer of a five. per

-
'

. R ' vworking class
The ¢ Morning Post?” and “ Belfasi |

- IRISH OPINION

54 for the best g-la,ss of shop, to 64 in the

attained it will be a reduction of an

. avérage of 8 hours in the six day week.
Some thres or four months ago these
- papers told the world how loval and |
fatriotic the 'munition and shipyard wor-
cerg of Belfast had been since the out- .

it S R Bets

€k At b e s b B

[EOOT

cent, advance on list rates (in reality only |

ihree per cent. on current wages). »
The  electricians—DRElectrical = Trades
Tnion—employed at Harland and Wolf's
are also out on strike. This fime against
ithe . employment of ‘non-unionists, or
fvorse of men whose membership has
apsed, : -
. A third dispute of a sericus character
18 being fought out at this moment. The
semi-skilled and unskilled men, members

“of the Municipal Employees’ Association, -
working .at the Municipal FElectriciiy |
Works, demand that they should partici- :

Pate-in the 124 per cent. recently awar-

ded. About 150 men have ceased work,

and unless a settlement is arrived at, the
city may be without light. of tramecars
for Christmas-time.

BELFAST BARMEN'S UNION,

Thiz Union- has been discussing the |

‘possibility of becorning a branch of the
- National Union of Vintners and Grocers’
© Asgigtants, whose headquarters are in
Dublin. Last Sunday’s meeting was ad-
journed until December 238, 1917,

. SHOP ASSISTANTS’ UNIQON
(Belfast and-Bistrict),
_Belfast Hairdressers’ Branch has de-
cided to apply for atreduction of work-
ing hours,” “The demand is being made to

suit the various class of saloon. The
maximum number of hours is ic be from

“friend 1z making further enquiries.

the same.

Tge following questions addreszed to
the” Minister of Labour by Mr. W. C,

»

Anderson, M.P., with the reply; will in-

terest our readers:— - |
Question 53. Mr.. Anderson—To ask
the Minister of Labour, whether he has
bhad an opportunity of investigating the
facts in copmection with. the strike of
certain mén and ~ womcn
Robinson and (leaver’s, of Belfast;

- whether he is aware that girls with two

vears’ experience are pald Hs. a week,
girls with four years’ experience 0s, a
week, girls with seven years’ experienca
9s. a week, living cutdoors, and without
reeeiving meals from the firm; and what
steps his Department are taking fo pro-
mote & settlement of the ¢laim for a fair

vage. - o .
Mr. Bridgeman—Enquiries have been
made into the strike referred to. |

The fgures as stated in the question are
not accepted by the firm.

1
would take the opportumity of gointing
out that ihe cessation of work. has con-
siderably prejudiced such services ag 1ha

Department might have heen able to

render. , o .

BELFAST PAWNBROKERS'
- ASSISTANTS.

' The Pawnbrokers’ Assistants in Bel- |

fast are making praiseworthy cfforts
to increase their membership, and to

. gecure for themselves that recognition of
theiz;, Union by which alone they will |.
be enabled to raise themselves from their

plresem ‘position  of a badly exploited
¢lazs., S S
At a meeting held recently 19 consider
the question of the Xmas holidays, My,
Keating, the chairman of the leeal
branch of the Union, placed before the
members the result of a visit by a de-
putation. to the employers ask.ng for
three days’ holiday instead
It was agreed, said Mr. Keating, that

.sych holidays be granted {o the Assist-

ants provided that the TUnion would

undertske to picket the three shops— !
| the proprietors of which were not affili-
Associgtion—and |

ated to the Masters’
thus to inform the publie, by picketting,
the facts of the situation. Mr. Nichol-
son, the seeretary, also spoke urging the
importance of such a suggesticn, and
it was decidedgunanimously tc acy. upon

.

Mr. R. L. bmyth ‘then addressed the

| meeting on Trade Unionism and probahble

conditions after the war. Xe pointed
out and emphasised the combinations and
associations of employers that are now
proceeding, and urgled
the facts. Mr. Nicholson stated that he

knew, without question, that an eifort !
feniale

would he made to introduce

Iabour into the business, and while he did |

not resent female labour as such, the

districts, When this-is-

My right hon.

of two.

all present to face

~ What' the Unions are Doing.
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. 928 weeks, 3s.

[

| {Late ofthe Hunger

proposal, if carried into effect, would.
very seriously injure the prospects of
male assigtants.  With a strong vnion
they could, maintain their present posi-
tion; and ‘he supported . the provious .
. speaker’s appeal 1o isce the facs and
“ hang fegether, or hang separately.”

SHOP ASSISTANTS' UNION,

Dublin. Branch hag bheen wguite busy
recently ; & demand for a minimum rate
~of wages for the staffs in Messrs. Lap-
ten’s, Lid., in Dablin, Kingstown, and
‘Bray, has been "pliaceti before thosa in-
aythority. The latest information iz that
the managing director has forwarded the
demand to the Chief Inspector in Ireland
for settlement, L

<

“ :FOR LIBERTY.*

This booklet is a collection of dicta by
some great men, and some very small
fry, on the problems of government, Inw,
political power, FEmpire, Btate slavery
-and non-governmental society. The com-
jg]lers’ object is to discredit the capitalist
wtate, and indeed any conceivable system

i of government. They manage to put Mr,

Jorinh Wedgewood on & level with Aris-
totle, Marcus Aurelius, and Mzachiavelli.
Despite suck incongruities, the seloctions
are well made and provocative of
thought, and we can wish that this book-
1ot will~bé widely read in Irish Labour
circles. | : |
# ¢“ For Liberiy, An Anthology of Re-
volt*' (. W, Daniels, Lid., Tudor
3t,, London, E.C.4.) Paper, 6d. nei,

o IMPGRTANT NOTICE,
"IRISH OPINION, |
Sukscription Rates.—I13 weeks, 1s, 8d.:

26 weols, 3s. 3d. ; 52 weeks, Bs, Bd., post
free in Ireland and Great Britain, pay-!
able in advance. Cross cheques ang
and make payable to “Irish Labeur
Press,”” 27 Dawson Street, Dublin,
Advertising Rates may be obtained
from Advertising Manager, 65 Middls
Abbey Street, Dublin., * |

WANTED.
IrisH WorgERs tp enroll
as Agents 1in the Irish
National Assurance Society. .
“Good Commissions Paid, =
Applv to T
Eamon O’Buibhir

Strike Brigade, Mounijoyand
Dunda:i) '

Divisienal Wanager. Kilshditane House,

Cashel, Co. Tipperary.® -

i

<
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With the Dublin Clerks.

* FIRST BRANGH MEETING,
- *he Trish Clerical Workets’ Union held

Ste frst. Branchr meeting in the Grand
Central Halls on Thursday, the 13th .

Cingb. Mr. D. Logue presided, and the
attendance was inspiring, considering the
shortness of the motice. ‘
the ‘vight temper is present amongst the
ranle and. file. , i S

The Secretary and Financial Secretary
pubmitted their reports, which were con-
sidered very satisfactory, amd wunani-
mously adopted,

' The Financial

Secwtm_} (Mz. Drew)

to the 13th inst., roughly séven weeks,

o sum of £75 was put to the credit side
This money was |

. of "the Union’s funds:
sontributed solely in"Entrante Fees and
- popvate donations from members. The
reasons given for the” non-collection of
dues was owing to the-fact that member-
ghip cards. wére not available until the
- preceding week, and that the Provisional
Committes would nob allow contributions
» to be paid until each —member had a
- “eard. . The Financial Secretary stated
- that the shop stewards had informed
him that. all subscriptions would be
cleared up by the end of the year, which

- will ‘mean a very respectable balance to

the credib side. | ,
.. The initial expenses were heavy, as'is
.. alivays the cage, but the members wers

fully’ satisfied that the very best possible

was cone, .

. —. ... The Bight Spirit, . '

‘The case of Messrs., Bolands? Clerks
wag - discussed at length; and - it* was
unanimously resolved thab unless a satis-

factéry answer wag forthcoming before
~ Monday, the.17th inst., that the joint
. » committee,. delegates be instructed to
Jbrge on that body a policy of ‘“ Down
 Tools.”  That.is the war to do business,
and 16 is about time we Clerks .did:gome.-

thing drastic. 'If rumour be true, other.

Clerks have decided, if their demands

are | niot  conceded, to follow suit in

Government -offices and down tools, I
thought -we would wake up the sleeping
lion ‘right enough.
bluff, ‘or intended as
the lost redoubt. However, we shall
watch with interest and genuinesym-
pachy, and, perhaps, take a little hand in

- the “game.  The Clerks will come into
their own’ yet, or “ 1 am’ an impractical -
Well done! Keep mosing.

dreamer.”’
It was rather difficult to get an ans-

wer from Messrs. Boland before the 18th

ingt., bub ib was an easy matber after
.. we. démonstrated that our steel had the

enuine ring.. The Food Controller, now |

tnown as Lord ‘ Rotunda,” knows that

such beings as Clerks ¢ exist?? in Dub- |

lin “note the inverted commas). But
to our-meeting. Mi. “Drew proposed a

scheme of organisation on industrial |
lines, which was seconded by My, Dorran.
{cheme » which will -

@nd adopted,  This

It showg that

- respect,

created a surprigs, when he. sbated thab, |
- wlthough no contributions were yet paid, |

during the period from the 27th October | was displayed.

Hope it is not just-
a seb off to regain

provide - for AGuiIds, ete., will be dealt
" with later. . T |

The Becretary. d;ea,lkﬁ ‘ful'i_y with the i*arit
ous deputations and érbitration Boards,
and gaid that it was essential in the first

instance that the Clerks should rely on.
their own gtrength, and that then ounly

could they hope for the full-hearted sup-
port of organised labour.
that the Bosses had a supremé contempt

- for the Clerks, which organigation alone

could ‘twn into a wholesome-fear and

| Talent,
The menibéry present wers given full

scope for disctssion, and splendid talent
All this must be ubilised

fully*in the near Fature, and Mr. Drew’s
gcheme affords the ocutlet. - .

Special Meéting:—A. special ‘meetiu% of
the Clerks in the A.P.O. was held after

the meeting proper, 1o consider their,'
cage for payment of overtime. A depu-

tation was instructed to wait on the
R.P., and the case is under negotiation
presently.. S SR

| | -Bonus, ‘

The Arbitration-and Conciliation Board
has just granted a bonus to Civil Ser-
vants and Temporary Postal employees,
with which I will deal later. Other.

- temporary eniployees in Government ser-

vice are being dealt with, and good news
for these employees will soon be pub.
lished, ~ e

A -Misunderstanding,

Owing to the curtailment of my Iast
notes, ‘a false impression was given with

regard.to my remarks on the Trades Hall
. and Labour Leaders. I assure my friends
that no such meaning as was interpreted

was intended, as can be seen by. looking

up the manuscript. I will deal later
‘with the whole ‘matter, and, in the mean-
time, am no way squeamish of bein

) . pre-
sent as often as.possible in the Trades

Hall. I think my. friends should easily

understand this, S T

- Bhop stewards atre ¥equesbed to note
that Saturday afternoon is: the time for
giving in their returns, and members
shoitlld - se¢ that their cardd are duly
initialled by a responsibie official, other-
wise payments made may not be allowed..

- CORRESPONDENGE,

Irishwomen’s Intéernational Leagus,

25 Kildare 8t., Dublin.

December 3rd, 1917.
The, Committes of the Irishwomen’s
International  League bd +to draw the

attention of the leading representdtives |

of the Protestant churches in Ireland to
the following appeal :— o i

We find in¢ the ' letter from his
Eminence Cardinal Logue, issued on Sun-
day, November 25th, a fervent expres-

sion of the desire for peide growing in
the hearts of the common people of all

the nations, and it is our conviction that
all Christian communitiés should wnite

in some similar effort to centre solemn

He dlso said

1 wrongs, all cruelties. o
fore, to all Ministers of Christianity to -
follow the lead given by His Holiness

imbued with

oy .

. 4 [ g " . -
reflection upon the Pope’s recent Appeal®

to the belligerent Powers. The" admir-
able mingling of “the ideal with the

| Eractical.in this Noéte deepens its value

y witnessing to the great fruth that
practical proposals, to be effective, mus}

. originate and draw their life from spiri--

tual foreces. = Tiord Lansdowne hag wes
enforced its practical elements by maks
ing them the basis of a letter which must
be regarded as a very serious Irecoms-
mendadion o the Allied Governments,

We look now for some further endorse..
‘ment of its ideal elements. '

r«
~ We shrink from the awful thought that
motives so ignoble-as pride, jealousy, am-

"| bition, or the conflicting interests of men
Ve
fresh impetus to the deadly conflick. Nor
can any wnation prolong the war for
‘purposes of vengeance, punishment,” or

should stand in the way of peace, or

military victory without irredeemable in-

juries to itself. A victory fraught with
bitterness. jand anguish can bring mno
 briumiph;.in so immense and terrible a

conflict, vengeance and punishment pasg

bevond human powers. ' o
"We seeo all ,the familiar standards and

values of humanity.outraged or igunored;

the foundations of morality shaken;

Christianity. losing its reputey all thab
made our civilisation beautiful or desir-

- able devoted ‘to purposes of hatred, de-
struction, or -death; and the thought

comes to us with growing strength that

this gemeration can only be sgved from

despair and demgralisatioin. by an out-
pouring of the spirit of ch‘s‘e;‘gty, ‘greab

enough to wipe out all Bffdnees, all

the Pope, and to show - themselves so
Divine inspiration ~that
standifg in spirit above -the battle, un-
influenced by fear, hatted, or.anger, they
will preach Christ the lover of man, the

Friend of sinners, the gentle Advocate
- of the pritteiple of fraternity., | |

We long to see this great war endin
upon an, impulse of moral gregtness an
courage, m & mood of compassion;, of

‘generosity of congiliation. ‘There is no

nobility ‘which” has  not its roots in
charity, no -healing without merey, no

reformation without faith in God and

man. We feel that a special responsi-

bility res¥s upon the Churches to revive,

amongst us these qualities of charity,
mercy, and ~fa-_ﬁch ,, and thus create the
atmosphere in which a°just and lasting

peace will live and grow. 8o may the ,
~edrth be justified of her children and the

erucified Christ restored to honour.:
Bigried on'.belialf of the Committee of

"LOUIS BENNETT,

- (Hon. 8ec.) "~

 FOOD GONTROL. |
‘A writer in another column says the

TIrish Food Control.is burst. We learn
- now that the three representatives of
- Lahour have resigned. Nevertheless the

Committee 1may continue to serve lord
Rhondda’s purpose, Hasn’t the Board
ot Trade managed for long enough with-
oub the Spealer of the Irish House of

Commons? .

We appeal, there. -

| the Irishwomen!s Tnternational League,  °

2
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. VICTORY AT KINGSTOWN FOR
" CORPORATION WORKERS.

By DAN MAGEE, Secretary United.

.- Corporation Workmen’s Trade Unior.

The Bxecutive Committes met on Fri-

‘day evening, 21st December, 1917. Mr.
- .Robert -Tynan presided. The Secretary
~ announced that the strike of the em-
ployees of the Kingstown Urban District
 Qouncil swho are members of the Trade
“TUnion had beeh settled on that day. He
 (the Secretary) had received-a telegram
““om Thursday, the 20th ingt., from - the
Town Clerk, Dr. Vaughan, intimating
_that the Cheirman of the Council, Mr, d.

J. -XKennedy, wonld meet him at the
Municipal Employees' Yard, Kingstown,
at 1 o’clock p.m. on Friday, 21st inst.,—as-’

he was desirous of interviewing the men,
The Secretary, - accompanied "by the

~+Chairman, Mr. Tynan, attended, and was

very courteously received by Mr, Ken-
nedy and the head officials of the Couneil,
and after going into the miatter very
carefully an agreement wids come to that
the Chairman of the Council would move

ab the next mesting of that body that an

increasa of 5s. per wesk to all the em-
ployeas be granted from January 1st,

1918, Necdless tor say, that if the Chair-

o = NOTES AND COMMENTS-Comtnued. ’,

or whatnot—and o report these to the
district committee; ‘and (d) to represent

the workshop in any negotiations with
the mapagement as to ° shop conditions.”
The shop steward is not a salaried ofiicer,

but-& workman like his colleagues, who
discharges his dutiés for love often to the

- impairment of ‘his own- piecework earn-

" enlarged.

. proposed by Mr.

ings.”’ 'This iz not by ady means the
entire story. It does represent the sghop

steward as he was known in pre-war days,

but sinece then his fumctions have been
‘We shall have more to say
about it. = 1

-

’ o L . 73 L
Proportional Representatign.

It is expected that #n atbempt will be.

made to persuade the: Speaker’s Confer-
ence on the question of redistribution of

seats in Ireland to agree to embody the
Proportional Representation

scheme of |
Devlin in the House of
Commons. We hope the effort will gue-
ceed. The Irish Trade Union Congress
has on two occasions, after full discus-
gion, resolved in favour of this method
of ensuring due representstion of minori
ties. The Belfast and Dublin Trades
Councils are also in favour of the pro-
posals. We would like to gee the prin-

ciple adopted for the election of lown

Boards even more

Councilg and Poor Law )
‘We believe it

than  for Parliathent.

would ensure the .election of a batter
type of representative than the present |

system, It is interesting to note that it
iz Dby this system -that the Labour

majority was  secuted

tor . the Finnish
Parliament and that the elections for the |

1
i

N

However, all’s well

and be loyal members of such a

teous manner he received the

| Very Oily.

| J §
man had used the same tact at the meet- ¢
ing of “the Council which was held on
Wednesday evening, 19th inst., -there
- would. have ‘been no strike, and if the

motion which Councillor O’Brien had

- moved and. Cotinecillor -Devitt seconded,
“and was so ably supported by half of the
- members present, adopted, it would have |

saved a lot of discontent amongst the
men in ‘so far as they were led to be-
lieve, as well as the heads of the Trades
Union, that Mr. Kennedy and some other

‘members of the Council were out to kill

Trades Undonism amongst the workmen,
that ends well, and
he (the Secretary).could state that in his
opinion, from the staterdent made
My, Kennedy to the men, wherein he .
vised all of them to, join the Trade Union

that had done go much for them. . Mr.

Tynan also spoke of the manner in which

the depufation was treated, and he veri-
fied the statement made by the Secre-
tary. A hearty vote of *thanks was

| passed o Councillots O’Brien and Devith

and ‘the other members who had: stood
by the claims “of The men; aldo to the
Chdirman (Mr. Kennedy) for the cour-
T heads of
the Trade "Union, whereby an amicable
settlement had besn arrlved at. ~

Fy

B

¢ -
#

The ]?i;*itiéh“- Govarnm,sn"b' holds large

| blocks of shares in the Anglo-Persian (il

dividend of 7% per

Company, and controls its policy through
the directors it nominates. Last weedk,

to assist the Company in the exploitation
of "Mesopotamia, 1,000,000 Cumulative
“Preference Shares of £1 each have been
issued at & premium of 28. 6d. The lucky

purchasers of these sghares will eunjoy a
‘cent. on the actual
cost of the shares.- .

As the War Bonds yield only 5 per
cent. the Government, in its capacity
as the Anglo-Persian” Oil Company, i3
presenting the investing public wigy an
inducement to put their

rathor than War Bounds, "It will bhe

interesting to see & Hst of allotmenis of

these ghares, and to nobe how tivg jur
mah - Oil erowd and the friends of the
Cabinet geb the ~plums of the .Anglo.

.- But why has thiz issue been placed on

the market ab a time when every pauny
is needed to win the war, It wouda have
been good bhusiness for tha Treagury to
bhave taken up the million ifself with

Money ip oil,

Undon. | -

e

- Russian Constituent Assembly are on & |
_system of *“P.R.” o

the money obtained hy the sale of '}Na,r. ,

Bonds, thus malking 2 nef profit of 2%

per cent., Bub to have dome so would

not have suited the oil. prefiteers, who
despise the paltry 5 per eent, of 'Win the
War Bouds and rush for the 8 per cent.
of oil monopoly shares, |

1 e
o v -
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- railways or the Civil-Service.

]
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BOOKS RECEBIVED,

N.BiwIn most instances detail notices witl .

ﬁe published in" subsequent -issues of -

© 7% Irish Opinion,””

MARXIAN SOCIALISM. By W. Paschal
. Larkin, O.S.F.C., M.A., with Intro-
 ductory Essay by Prof. Alfred Rahilly.

(University and Labour Series, No. 3.

Purcell and Co., 124 Patrick Street,
Cork., Paper, 6d) .

JOMN MITCHEL: An Apprecizlon. By

P. S. O'Hegarty. (Maunsels., Clothy

2[6 net.)

trated by William Cotior.
Cloth, g/~ net.} -

POETS OF THE INSURRLCTIONS

- Pearse, McDonagh, Plunkett, MatEntee,

.+ (Maunsels. Paper, 1/~ nets)
VENGEANCE OF FIONN.

Clarke. (Maunsels.. Cloth, 3/¢ ngt,)
MEMORIES OF MOUNTJOY..
-~ Milroy. (Maunsels. Paper; 1/« nat.)
COLLECTED WORKS OF P, 1, PRARSE,
 Vol, II. Songs of the Irish Rebels.
An Irish  Anthology. (Maunsels. Cloth,

5[-net)  ° -

o

By Austin

k)

" .

The Rising Storm,

The last two lssues of the ** Railway -

Clerk 7 contain bitter reference. to the pre-
valetice of favouritjsm in the management

| of the whole of the Irish railway system,

including the Head Offices at Kildare Street,
not mezrely with tegard to prometion cazry-

ing with it an immediate increase in re-

mufleration, but alse in the filling of pogitions
thore privileged and more promising thatr
pertain to ordinary routine duties. In both
issues of the journal it is suggested thdt &
Commission of Inquiry should be set up to
investigate .the general discontent, We aie
entirely in favour of this idea, but it should
not. he lost sight of that Commissions ¢f
this kind, unless very carefully selected, zre

generally no match for the sophistical me-

.thods of bureaucratic officlals, either in the
And even the
most drastic report against the companies
will be of little permanent avail unless the
‘workers of all grades are enabled to have
their representatives on the Railway Exetu-
tive as well as all local commitices that

| future organisation of the railways will res...

quire. If the Railway Unions would only
concentrate upon this as a first clause in

their Mdgna Charta, 1t could be achieved

almost immediately. Only in such a- reform
can railway workers hope to find any.
genulne secuxity against’ the jealousy, ty-
ranny, and flagrant favouritism that malte
our railways so hopelessly inefiicient in thein
management, and so unjust to those workers
whose intelligence and all-round merlt not
only receive no personal xecognition, but,.

- saddest of all, are lost to the general weal.

BALLYGULLION. By Lynn Doyle, Iluss
(Maungels, |

By Baan

L
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CPsb, 1856, " 1Phone #150,
' " opaccontisty and
3 c WY’ ’i?p t9-date’ Nn;nwgelt,
I¢3b0111‘ and Trieh Treland Litemtm:e “ g ?;peeﬁmlity
59 UPPER STEPH]DN ST, |

A Large Variety of Xmas Novelties and
" Xmag Cards

" At K!ARNE&Y'S, 5% STH. GT, GBORGE’S g | s

deidenipes

" ‘Wear the “ LV.” Shirt,
Tho “Emer"’ Undorclothing,
And ‘Support Home Industxy

Wholesale only from

’I‘he R Connolly ” Memopial

S Workpooms,
. 81 LDEH QUAY, DUBLIN,

Have you xet tried the .

\NA‘rmNAL LAUNDRY CO.?

1f not, you will | 'be well adviaed to do se.
Poltage Pa.1d one way on Country Pamels

NATIONAL‘ 'LAUNDRY CO.,
60 SOuth Willmm Street DUBLIN

. “Ror uerythlng
in the Type-

| Irmh Treland and Labour L1temture

« A PLEA TOR SOCIAL DMANOIPA~
Rosee .

b & . BRIDGMAN

r5 Pparnell Street, -
Opposmﬁe Parnell Monwment-

" Badges; ; Sta,tlonery, &e.

WOKK]LRS!
| EDUCATE i

IRISH

e FREFDOM’% RO@D I‘OR
: WORKLE& ¥-By. Ronald.

"TION. IN
M‘Kenna.

« GOCTALTSM  MADE TASY. ”»—-By
- Jaes Connolly._ : | o

IRELAND.’—By

21d. each, -pa‘a't | freo,

“CHRISTIE’S ” LABOUR

QU AY,

Rl writerand Dup-

Mt licator lime.

B ,FOLEY’S

" 25BAOHELOR’S
~ WﬂLK

‘NO WORKER

can afford to be wnbhoub

GIBS OL

lt cum Gurbs, Sca,lda, ‘

nrns, and Hsmd,s

" COracked and Sore from Exposure ...k

It Cures.all kinde of Bkin Trouble, Bezema,

Ringworm, Piles, Wounds and Bruises.
It is- m&de by Irish la,bour .

‘pql

S0 sl Ohemizus. :l{, or direct from the
. maguiacturers,

Ju: GIBSON & C0.
1 Giara Lane, DUBL!N.

MCQUILLAN for Tools
McQUI LLAN for Razors

-} * Most up-to-date Stocks in Ireland. °
| 85/36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN.

IRELAND FOR THE IRISH

There is no surer means by which youn can

‘keep the Irish people in ireland than by -

supporting Ireland’s industries. We  stock

| everytb.ing Iri.sh for men’s wear. Buy from .

Tha Republma.n Outﬁtters,‘

_ BLANCY, BRENNAN AND WAL
. 94 TALBOT STREET, DUBLIN, SH.

,\SHOP, Hbax, DUBLIN

5 T LEMAﬁS

HA TTER and OUTFITTER

. -;'ﬂl:iah’f-‘*m‘ada, Goods. a speola!ly..

[ : S )

F‘ixgh Cla.ss

H. | BoLm ND,
6@ MIDDLE ABBEY 8TREL1‘

- [Late Todd, Burns, Thd). |
Tvadg Unlon Labour.

Té.iloringw—?l.é,y and Clerical,

‘and 8 Capel Sﬁreet Dubhn.v

g

FRENCH ARMY BO@TS
Hand-Semi Sizes, 1 to 12.
~ 16/H per pair ; V‘Worth(.;O/- |

&

Ll

78 Talbot 6., Dublin. .

The Irish Transpert &« Genersl W orkers Umon

[Founded January,. 1909.]

. Head Ofice - Liberty Hall, bubhn.

‘o

. Aﬁli&ted to the Irish. Trades Union Congresd and Labour Party, and with all loeal

Trades Councils. Reg. No 275.

HIS organisation was established in order to provide for the workers of this country'_

-~ Approved. Society No. 52.

a Trade Union with heradqua,rterﬂ in Ireland, having its affairs managed and

coﬂtrolled by Irish Workers,

' of employment, improved hcr‘asmg, a
hfe for all who lsbour,

Thirty Branghes.
. Join Now!

LN

and its policy and prorrra,mme based omn Irish. conditions,

g0 a8 to pecure. §or all workers #in Ireland higher wages, shorter hours, better conditions
highe® standa,rd of living, and @ fuller and freer

T

A Live Unmn for Live wmaer«‘
‘Quér 20,000 Members. v
~ He who hesitates is lostll ST
If there is’ 0 Brannh in your~district, weite $0 1 —4
] C"'I"R'H)I\‘IAS FORAN; General

’,

‘President, leerty Hadl, Du“blm
4 IR :
. ~L:]\ o

-

:4

«
NSNS
"

'CASH FOR YOU.
Send. Your Properiy tio

 MEREDITH'’S
PAWNBROKERS & JEWELLERS,
£8 CUFFE STREET, DUBLIN,

- Highest Advances on best terms and Do
" delays. -Striet Privacy. Estabhshed 1838

BYRNES STORES -

*FOR

TOGLS, RAZO‘RS, PENKNWES, Eie

s u-..“u_

%p mahﬁes Lowest Prices.
 Nos. 60 & 53 Talbot Streeta

. : oy A‘-

RS TReas T

P

.
o

AN

THE MARY STREET
PIC’TURE HOUSE
(The “ Mary-0. ”)

"Il‘hew “ Crisis > is Coming, )

THE ELECTRIC TEEA%REgﬁ f

TALBOT STBEET,

First in Dublin
| and ' :
Still the Best: |
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