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was gree^ted, wehave been given. Tlie ass . . 
are told, with an address^ * Up, Sir^Ass, and sing! 
Open your pretty mouth. Hay will be yours in plenty 
and oats in abundance.’ At the end of the, service 
the priest brayed instead of ‘ saying ‘ Ite, missa est/ 
and the congregation responded with a triple ^ Hee* ,, 
haw'T Hee-haw 1 Hee-haw. ’ ” Mr; Xynd ends up by 
reminding us that ''On the side of asinihity the gods 
themselves fight in vain, and though it was geese that- 
saved the E^rnan Capital, one may be^ quite sure that 
it is not a,ss'es that are going to save the imperiiled 
freedom o^ Europe.” Mr. Lynd might have also 
added that it is not asses that are going to achieve an

We trust that this essay has not 
escaped the notice of the Provost of Trinity Gqllege, 
whose interest in the ass is notorious.

One of Mr. Lynd’s essays is entitled®'* Grub.’^ Uh- 
like a recent number of "^Rationality, 
glorified cookery-book, but it does contain some ex­
tremely interesting considerations’. "As a matter of 
fact, the common man has never been a miser' in his ‘

' appreciation of food. Jt is only the poets and ' gen^ 
teeU persons who have pretended that eating is some- 
thing which ought not to be discussed in polite society. 
Literature is a form of intoxication, and so men of 
letters, like other artists, have never tired of praising 
Bacclms and Venus. But the common people still 
march in the train of Ceres, and anthropologists tell . 
us that even our Easter holidays are a celebration of 
the rebirth of the food supply. They go so far as to 

r suggest that Christianity originated in the worship of 
yngstation deity, Bethlehenij they assure us, should
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IF THE GEEMANS CONQUEEBD ENGLAND
Dublinand other Essays.”- By EobCrt Lynd. 

Maunsel and Co, . Price 3/6 net.,
^ v

The volume before us consists of twenty-fiVe essays, 
almost all of which we -have previously read in the 
"' New Statesman-’^ The author is an‘Ulster Protes­
tant whose v/ork—^especially his Introduction to the 
Maunsel edition of James Cohnolly’s " Labour in Ire­
land ”—13 already well known to the Irish and Eng- , 
lish public. As a writer of "middles” Mr. Lynd, as 
pointed out in the " Nation,” takes a very high place 

, ‘ indeed. Notwithstanding the fact that there is little
in this volume, from the point of "^iew of ideas, which 
has not been.said before, thanks to the excellent, clear, 
unafieeted style, one may read it with interest from 
the first page to the last. To our mind the most char­
acteristic of these essays are perhaps " The Darkness, 
"•The Ass,” " Myths,” and best of all, " White Citi- 

In this last the author narrates his experi- 
while being medically re-examined in an East-

We have ourselves gone

zens.
enees

. London recruiting oMce.
through a similar operation In another part of the 

hvorld, and have carried away the same vividly sordid 
impressions.

The ass, Mr. Lynd tells us, w^as once an object of 
veneration in the Christian Church, and a festival was

Duringheld in its honour on the 14th of January, 
this feast "an ass,nidden by a beautiful girl carrying 
a baby or doll) was led into the church to hear Mass, 
and, as the service went on, Rie people honoured* it 
by chanting 'Hee-Haw’ whenever iha responses should
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be traBsIated tiie House of Bread. I confess to 
rooted scepticism in regard to theories which orer- 
simplify, bnt it would scareely be possible to exagge­
rate the part which concern for the food supply has 
iplayed in the history of religion. Byeti the Promised 
Haud, which is still for so many Christiaans the symbol 

• of that Paradise from wdiich we, are exiles, has always 
“ been painted in terms of food, as a land flowing with 

. milk and honey. Man in the early days was eager to 
aat Ms'^Bden. He was eager tO^'^eat his god.^' .»

in T. M. Kettle"" and '“Sheehy-Ske&ngton,"" we 
haye the best tributes that have yet been paid to the 
memory; of these men. Phe former is summed up 4s

a soldier of the lost cause of intellect, ^" but ,, we .are 
not sure that Mr. Kynd is correct when he telHtis Idiat 
Settle ‘‘fought in the streets of Sublin to suppress the 
insurrection of E&ster Week."" ^heehy-Ske^ngton- is 
aptly bracketed with his friend, Fred By an, “they 
were-exceptional figures in the ranks of Irish National 
ism—they were Socialists, Sufiragists, AnthOlericals, 

• ^nd many other things that the ayerage Nationalist is 
not. They had something of the Frenchman's eager 
sceptieito and desire to see things in the light of 
reason. ', The summing Up i$, “ He waS;> I think,

■ honeBteskTnanin lfdknd^'' ^ '
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’ Movement in EnglMS• ,

By QEORCE StANTON-...-ft

- 1-

ike sucoess of the Shop Stewards is ail the more 
heoause for tWo yearn or more they haye h^n opniintiottsly 
oirrsed,' aibtised, misrepresented', and.dtoLneel by the Pr©»jl* ■
The disorgams-ed oondition of ^ Trade Unionism in the 
.engmeermg ind-^try, consequent upon War -cdreum-' 
stances, also made their work more dimoult. Its strength 
has lain, however, in the fact of it .being an all-grades move­
ment. . Xt has united^ the skilled and unskilled of all crafts 
under the common banner of indnstfialinnifcy and solidarity.
It has overcome the dangeors of sectional Trade Uuionijuu^ 
and " has made inevitable a closer working ■'policy—if not . • .
am'^amation—between the Trade Unions’ organising th© 
engineering workers

’Unless this the recognition of the Shop. Stewards
and Stewardesses will create far more problems than it wUl 

“sqlve. This fact is evidently realised ^ the Amalgamated 
Society of Engmeers, wht) have ostled a special delegate 
meeting to discuss the (situation. ^ It is important jbhat a lead- 
upon this question should emanate from the A.S.B., as the 
■biggest, and. most pwverful of the engineering Pnions; but 
should it endeavour to follow a policy of absorption rather 
thantof fusion, it may hold'np^ rather than help forward the ‘ 
developments of -fche new moyement. The, Shop .Stewm^ds 
represent not only a- itevoit against Trade, .'Union bureau­
cracy, but an attempt to set up an eBcient system of Trade 
Union devoliitidn along with a wider outlook and bigger.

^policy for the "Whdie 'lVade Union movement. - .
The real lesson of the Coventry dispute is th-at workshop 

organisation must be aocorded’ its' true functions as thfe 
basis of the Trade Union movement. This implies that the 
TVad'o Unions have to build out of their existing organi­
sations a new industrial oonstitution. In this new-oonstitu- 
tipn it will be essential to define the position and powers d 
the Shop Stewards in relation to the' methods and machinery ’

.. of Trade ‘Union goyemnent. The tendency is for Trada 
, Union oflacials, of what may justifiably be called the bid 
school^ to look upon the leaders of the Shop Stewards^ mote^ 
ment as usurpers of “their .powers, or as a, sort of industrial 
Bolsheyik movement run by eiever devils who are just, damned 
faqls. The truth is that the average Trade Union ofScial 
is buite out of touch with individual shop problems, and the fehop Steward is not. The man in the oentrhl oMce occupied 
wdth details of Trade Union administration looks tipon the ’ 
minor gidevanoes of a 'workshop as imtating nifisances*

„ -|oQ often is desirous of maintaining the status uUo in order topafaguard hisowu^rsottal po^iW (Thl 44 SteS ' 
is airectea by the hundred and one little matters of workshop 
life that affect his mates wtn-kmg with .him, at'the same 
b.sEch. X SEally ha, 3 choseE fot the- Shop
because of ms cool fudgment and practical hnderStandmg of 
the pmblsms Beedihg-SsSlmiient. And if the Shop Stewards 
have M strikes—and, an in the ca-se of (^ventry, proved 
the^men were ri^t—they have also been the means"Of pre-v 
yentmg more strikes. They have been naually fearless in

Therer.has b^n a stoppage of Work amongst 'fch© mtmition 
worker#, at Cbven'try. The Press, in the beginning, tried to 
make ou-fc that "the cause of it was food supply difdoujties due 
to tne abnpfmcd increase of the toWn^s population. ^But 
ttn^; wiiirbnt in spite of censorship^reguiations and jour- • 
nalistic misrepresen-feation; and it is now openly adnaiB^fi 
that the dispute was ..the result of the engineermg firm^

‘ refusal to recognise tdre Shop Btewards appointed by their 
Trade Unionists en^ioyees. The (outoom© has been the 
defeat of the employmg firms—and, virtually, the Ministry of' 
Mumtdon#-—by the men ; while the issue has also resul-ted in 
a vigorous attempt to get the recognition o the Shop 
Stewards and ’Works Com'miitees. settled upon, a nationai 
basis, ^

■'The .significance of the Bhop Stewards;" movement is that ’ 
it introduced a new element of, industrial qmittol into Trade 
Utiion and workshop government. The Bhop Sidewards re­
present all the workers in a pairticular workshop ’or fac-fcbry, - 
ho matter what crafk or industrial process , 'they may be 
engaged upon. Biich orafb—who probably are organised in 

. difierent Unions—appoiiits its own shop steward, and fiiesa 
together form a W orks Oommittee-Ior the whole factory; 
thus the- Shop Stewards are not only in a position to focus 

' "' the problems of their pia-rticfular workshop, and to control 
efiectively the first critical stages of collective bargaming, 
but they isweep clean away the old eviis^of trad© reporesen- 
tation.

The ada.ptability of the Shop Stewards" movement to meet | 
local working conditions is demonstrated in the success it 
has achieved at Ooventiy. No Shop Steward- was -tlxe repre­
sentative of his particular Union. Every one of them held 
iheir card from the dbint Committee of Tjngineoring Unions, 
and represented a grad© of Trade Unionists,, not their special 
craft. This assisted both in the effectiveness of the work 
and the elimination of friction between difl'erent craft 
Xlnions. Incidentally, it serves to show'the growing indus- 
tiiaTtmity of the forces of Labour.

The rapid growth of the Shop Stewards" movement is 
chiefiy duo to the lack of faith, which, the Trade Unionists 
in the- engineering trades anyhow, have in theii; officiai 

. ^ leaders. ^It is felt that the avernge official is too much 
‘ immersed in the routine work of his Union t-o have any inti­

mate imdenstandingT of •&© Working problems of the - trank 
and file in the workshops;, and because of this fact, during 

^ - the war, as ev^n a Liberal leador-writer has put it, some ot '^
'the more prominent a:^ongst their number have beeh too, 
x^ady^ io make terms with capitalism in the name of 

• patriotism,- and thus betray their class. ’Workshop 
organisation on the basis of tire Bhop Stowpds" movement 
has arise.n as a consequence * and not only is it counteraot- 
ing many of the efieete of the industrial reaction due to the 
'too ready official surrender of Trade Unionist rights and 
customs, but it is proving that 'the organised workers afre 
preparing •themselves to take over full industrial controL
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A4# MORAL FOR MUDDLERS By
R. L. S.'

J.he following translation: of a passage from Xenophon'
Memorabilia/' is'^particularly. applicable to til© condition 

of the present day. ' . i
Glanoon, the son ,of Ariston, desiring to be a leader 1 

■ 'in the city, began to speak in public before he was twenty | 
years of age, andamongst his friends and relatives, none 

s;Wa.s able to restrain him from making a langhing-stock of 
liimself, except Socrates, who, meeting liim, be^ii in such 
a way^aa tojinduce him to listen, saying:—

Well, Giaucnu, I hear yon int iid to bee 
^ onr city."

‘tYes, X do, Socrates
That’s right, it’^ one of the best things k man can do; for 

if you succeed you will not pnly be able to do what you like 
yourself, but you will be in a -position to help yonr'friends, 
and to raise your family, and to'^ the greatness of 
your country; and you will be renowned• first in the city, 
and then throughout Greece, and perhaps, even, like Theini- 
stooles, abroad; andwheTever you may -bo you will always 
ba a conspicuous person.”

* Hearing this, Glaucon was much flattered and willingly 
.stayed to listen, bo Socrates went on—~

suppose since you arp’going to be so fam 
, mean to b© vsrymseful to tlih city?”

Of course.” « *
” Cbme then, don'make a mystery .about i ; 

where you-will begin your refcums.” ^ ^
Glaucon hesitated, as if just heginning to consider what 

he w'ouhi dp first, apd Sgcrates continued-^ * .
I suppose'if yon wanted to ex^lt a friend’s househnld 

you w'ould try to make him richer; shall yOu try to make tlio 
.city richer?”

“ Osrtaiiily.’'
'■ / ’‘^It will be richer if the sources of the revenue are

increased
^‘T should think so.y

. Tell us then, from what soui’ces the revenues of the city 
are now derived, and how great they are; for you must have 
■considered this so as to-sbe able to increase what are deiicieiit, 
and to replace any which have dropped out.” ■'

”’Why;*mo,” said Glaucon, I have not considered this.'’
“’Weil, if you have omitted this, tell us the expenses „of 

• the city; for ypu will want to out off ’those which are snper- 
ffuous.” . . . ^

. “'Indeed,” said GlaucM>n,^. “I have not yet had time to. 
look into this either,”'

“ Oh well)” said Socrates, “ w’e.’ll i>ut off making the city 
richer, for how is it popj,blo-to look after her expenses an'd 
revenues xinless you kno^-what they are?”

“But iSoerates,” said Glaucon, “it is possible to make 
the citv richer at tlfo expense of her enemies.”

“ \Vliy, certainly,” said Socrates, “ if we hapi^en to be the 
■’ stronger, but if- we are weaker we should lose even what we 
have.” ,

“Ko’doubt,” ' ^
“ Then if you want to advise war you must know the 

strength of the city, and that of the lio.stile powers, and then 
if the city is stronger you niay advise her to declare war, 
but if tho enemy is -Bti’onger, you may persuade her to let
X i* 1x0 ^ ^

“Qnit^, right.” .

V.' Come tlieh, tdi us first what h tlie st-rength of the ehvr* 
by land and by sea ; and th^u’the sani-ivof the other powers,”,

~ ‘^Indeed,” said Glaucon, “-t aim not in a, position to tel 
vuu that out of my* head,”

Never mind; if you ha-ve g;pbAt go amX
fetch it, f-oivwe should' so like tollear.” - .

“But Ih*e not cren got it written^down yet.
“Then we must I'cfrain also from giving^counsel about 

war,” said Socrates. “ 'Perhaps the "magmtode of these 
matters put you off undertaking them -so early in your ^ 

But t am sure j'on have been thinking about tliA 
defences .of the country, and know how many-of the fortiJ ‘ 
are well placed oP not, and liow many are insufficiently g;ar- 
rispned, and that you will advise us hew to str-engthen those- 
which are well placed, and do away with those which are
vsuperfiuous.'”

“I.vshaU do away with all of tliein,”, said Glaucon, “for 
they are so badly garrisoned that th’e countryside is .actually 
plundered.” ' '“ And if you take away the forts, .anyone wiio likes wdl 
be able to plunder! But did you go and look into^it your^ 
self? or how did you know that they are badly garrisoned.

“ I imagine it to .be tho case.”
“Might if not he better, here again,” said Socrates, “to . 

put off giving advice until we no longer imagine, but know.'^
“'iVell, perhap.s,” said Glaucon. . ^ ^
“I ..suppose you have not bee.n to the silver mines,” re« 

sumed Socrates, “ so as to be able to isay why they 
yielding less than they used to?”

“ No, I haven’t been there.”,' h,
“AVbv, no indeed: the place-Is said to bn uiihealt-hy, and 

that'will lie quite raifficieiit excusearhen you ars called upon 
to speak about it,” ■ ^

“ You are laughing at me,” said Glaucon, , ;
“ On© thing, at any rate, I am sure you have not iieg- , 

lected, and that is, how long tho corn of the couutiw suffices 
to feed tbe city, and how much it falls short in the year, 
so that the city may not run short without your being 
aware, but that you may know''exactly what is nee 
and by your advice to the city may help to save it.”

“You are makin,g it out to be a tremendous -affair,” said_. 
Glaucon, “if I am to have to look after such things as
these.” ' , T n .“YYhy,” said Bocra,te.s. “no one would eV|er be able te
manags his own household pronerly if he did not understand 
just wiiat was needed, and if he were not careful to suppb^
‘it. But since the city consists of more than ten thoYsand. • 
househoilds, and it is a difficult matter to manage so '\any 

* ah together, why not try first to improve one, that of .V 
uncle—it needs it. And if ybu find you can do this, tlieii 
you may try more; but if you cannot help one, how could 
you help many ?”

“I would cer ainly put,my uucIg's h(
Glaucon, “ if he were willing to obey me.

“Do you really th.ink,,then,” said Socrates, that though 
von are unable to inake\vour uncle obey you,* you will be 
able to make all the Athenians, including your undo, obey 
you? Take care, Glaucon,' that in, your eagerness for fame 
you do hot get the opposite.' Do you not see t.’o^v dangerous 
It is for people to talk, and bo busy about matters wliidi 
they don’t understand?”

f-r- Vj

I

a g:
career.

you

us Ij

J >

nir

order,”, said

i17

I

C

;

?• I/

• JS'
IllISH 0.P1NIDX 31IV

t'*V"■p ir,»;*** i. a ^ t>.:-t -S-, • J!#,

■ilMWHRSlVW^RKxm immlUlWXWMM

(Contisiyedl #om page SO).
arc!s arc relatteely young ihen, but 'at ^ventry, as else-r 
where, the strength of tlie movement lay in tho resoluteness 
of the older men; it was an iiiBtance of all ages, as v/ell as all 
grades, standing together in the making of their demands.

The value of the Bhop Steward to the Trade Unions is , 
that he sees and fools things at the actual sourco^of indus­
trial discontent. In view of the proposal to set up Indus- < 
trial Cbuncils of employers and e.inployed on the basis of the 
’Whitley Report, the futtire of the Shop Stewards’ move- 
meiit is full of 'industrial potency to the organised workers.

THE SHOP STEWARDS* MOVEMENT IH ENGLA^ilp.
dealing with the men they represent as they ha-v^ been in 
defying autocratic management. Indeed, it can be said for 
the Shop Stewards that they liave not ohly acted as the 
levers wiMch hav© rais^ wage rates, but to them is due 
l>ractically all the credit for the improvement in workshop 
conditions that have come • into operation during the last 

.two years.’-.
^Vliile it is' true that the personnel of the Shoi> Stewards 

is made up ter the m-ost part of men with advanced polftieal ^ 
j'md industrial ideas*, this is hot the case with the rank and ’ 
file who.se confidence they possess. Many of the/Shop Btc^
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. COTTAGES AND ALLOTMENTS. By J. VINCENT BRADY. t
—- .

■ be well ■under 7/- n we^k. And suppos­
ing tkat the number of plots had been 
■sutficient to cover a i^^uarter mile belt' 
■round the city, say on a seoni-circle of 18. 
miles, 18 miles 
square miles equals___  _u;„i.

■ Statut^ Book to-day there -
feme certain laws giving to tho Dublin 
workers, through the porjxwation, powers 
over/the condi-dons of life "in their city, 
dlhese powers, if properly and relentlessly 
utilised^ would go a long way torwards 
remedying 4>hat fearful state of affairs ' 
akeady cited, and would also be in direct 

' accord with the general movement to re­
establish the true Irish nation.’^

*—Ee-conquest of Ireland#” By 
James CoTmblly.)

. It has bean well said that the best of 
. laws are useless without the knowledge 

and pubko spirit that will secure ^ their 
eSective . working and * administration, 
and of no oode of* laws -can this'be more 
truly is^ated than of the statutes known 
as, the Housing of the Working Classes 
Acts^ 1890-1908, They are of vital im­
portance to the welfare of the workers 
of Dublin, yet a knowledge of the powers 
which are given thereby to remedy exist- • 
ing conditions or open up new possibili­
ties of life for our worker's is sadly want­
ing, othenvise slum conditions would not 
b© what they are tc^ay in Diiblim 

In an article entitled Irish Plothol- 
ders^ Union,appearing in The Leader” 
of December IStli, entering a plea for an 
AEotment Act, the writer, ' “P. Don- 
nelljj” states :—T\venty years ago the 

-cUstrict served iby the new church of St, 
Columba on Iona Kocd, Drumeondra, was 
under glass and let at s65 to ^7 anj'acre,. 
It is now paying to the ground landlord 
tli'e same sums per b^kyard. Suppos­
ing that this plotholding movement had 

- started 20 years ago,'and that an Irish 
Allotments A'Ct had empowered the Cor­
poration, to ikbvide allptmehts in, among 
other places, G-lasnevih and Drumeondra,'^, 

^ the Corporation mjght then have taken 
these ^ass lands on a perpetuity lease of, 
■say, M an acre, hnd have given-securi^ 
to.allotment holders subject only to this 
oondMon,- that they might at any time 
enter on th%-land for the purpose of 
carrjdng out a housing scheme. These 
allotments would have been worked, w© 
lahall reasonably suppose, without any ex- 
j>en'se to the rates. And supposing that 
six years ago when two rot'ben tenement 
houses fell in Church Street kiMin^. a^ 
number of people', the Corporation had" 
built on this Drumeondra land neat de­
tached homes of 4 rooms each—8 to the 
acre—‘and imited the Church Street sur- 

‘ vivor3 to go out there to live. How 
would it have worked out ? SQ per acre 
equal lb/-wr house ground rent. The 
houses would have cost £260 each, which 

, would iinclpde ‘ doyelopment ’ Charges, 
or' in plain EnglisiL!, the building of 
streets, side-walks and sewers. Interest 
on capital plus sainMng fond or redemp­
tion charge would have be.fo about B 
per cent, or 10s, per house, making 
a total of £13 Ss. per annum or 6/- a 
week for a foar-ropmed home with l-16th 
•of an acre of gamen. Bates and taxes 
would b«i m MdiMm,. bul the- hoM would

ment Board for an order authorising the 
acquisition of land for the purposes of 
Part III. of the Act jof 1890, 'the provi­
sions of Section 6 of the Labourers (Ire­
land) Act^ 1906, shall, with the necessary ‘ 
modifications, apply in the "oa^" of tli© 
petition and the subsequent proceedings 
and orders thereon, in like^ manner as • 
they apply in the case of an improvement 
scheme under the Labourers ■ (Ireland)
Acts, 1888 to 1896. ^

Bee. 7. "Wherb a local authority have, 
adopted Part III, of the Act of 1890, they 
may, for supplying the needs of 
trict, establish or acquke lodging-houses 
(i.e.,; oottages and allotments) for the 
working classes outside their district, and 
they’shall have the same powers of bor- 
roydng.ikrespert of anything don© under ’ • 
this section as" such^, authority have in, 
respect of anything done for the purposes 
of the Housing of the Working Glasses 
Aots within their district.

^ Provided always that no lodging-houses 
(i.e,, cottages\and allotments) shall b© 
established or ..acquired‘by hny local au- 
thority-'under ^-the pi'ovisions of this sec- ' 
tion, save with the consent of the Local 
Government Board, and of any Urban or . V 
Eural District Oounoil within whose dis­
trict it is jmoposed to establish such lodg­
ing-chouses (i.©., cottageis and allotments) #

All expenses incurred in the execution 
of Part HI. of the Housing Acts, 1890- 
1908, shall b© defrayed in the case of an 
urban. 8anita,ry authority as part of the 
general expenses' of their execution of 
the - Public Health Acts, and they may 
b’orxHiw for the purpose- of the execution 
of 'ti-iis part of the Acts -in like inanuer 
and subjeefirtu the like oonditions as for 
the pur:^'se of defraying the abo-ve-meuf ^ 
.tioned general expenses,

(To bo OontinMed),

long by ^ wide equals if 
v^-uals 2,880 acres'equals 

28,040 houses, which is’ about the num­
ber of one-room tenements in present-day 
Dublin.'”

Now wliat rvants to be particularly em* 
phasised is that powers to acquire such 
‘^virgin’’ sites provide cottages

_ with allotments within its district have 
been possessedhy tuADublin CbrporatibuF 
for the past twenty-seven years, and that • 
in addition f or the past nine years it lias 
had the po-wers to ppvide, cottages with 
.allotments on “ virgin ” skes without its 

. district if necessary. That is to say, 
that no new Irish Allotments Act is' ne­
cessary for a solution of the Housing 
Problem such as P. Donfielly suggests, 
but if th©'' workers organise and demand 
such a solution, the '.scheme mkst andh 
can be put in hands immediately,- and car­
ried ihrot^ by' the Dublin Gorporation 
and the Government, as already recom- . 
mended by both. . ’ ' i

Part HI. of the Housiim of the Work- . 
ing Glasses Aots, 1890-1908, gives the op­
portunity to the Dublin Corporation to 

_ provide cottages wibli permanent allot- 
nicnts for uihan workers. The follM^- .

are the sections of the Acts.which: 
give the po'Wei'S':^-
Untfer Part IIL of the Act of 1890,

Sec. 63 (1). The eixpression lodging-^ 
Imuses” for the working classes when used' 
in this part of this Act shall Inoludo 
separate houses or cottages for the work’", 
ing classes, whether containing one 
several tenements, and ^tha pni^poses of 
this part of this Act shall include the 
provision of such houses and cottages.

(2). Tha axpi^ion “ cottag® ” ir^ this 
part of this Aot may inblude' a gardon of 
not more than half an acr©, provided that 
the ©stimatod annual valwoaf such gardcfi 
shall not exceed three pounds.

See. 67 (1). Land for the purposes of 
this part of this Act may be acquired by 
a local authority in lilte manner' =a8 if 
those iiurposes were puimosoiS of the Pub­
lic Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, and Sec­
tions 202-20^, both inclusive, of that Act 
(relating to the purchase of lands) , shall 
apply accordingly.

Sec. 69. The local authority may, on 
any land, acquired or appropriated by 
them, erect an.y buildings suitable, for 
lodging-houses (i.e., cottages with allot­
ments) for the working classes and con- 
vert .any buildings into lodging-house's for 
the working classes, and may alter, en­
large j repair and improve the same 
spectively, and fit up, furnish’ and supply 
the same resjmctively with all requisite 
furni-bure, fittings, and convepiences.
Under th® Aot of 1908.

Seo. 6. Where a petition is presented 
by a local authority to the Local Go

or

RURAL WAGES.
X/ast week Irish Opinion published arn,, 

oificdal notice by the secreW’y of the 
A^icultural Wages Board (Ireland),

. which stated that it is unders-bood that 
some employers are not complying with 
the Ordm* fixing-wages, issued on Nov­
ember XO'bh. Employers who try to evade 
the Order are liable to a fine of £20 in 
respect of each ofience, with a fine of £1 v 
pBT day Lor every day the ocffence is cop- 

. tinued. Complaints .should be Ipdgbd 
with the Secretary, Agi’icultural Wage;s 
Boaad, \4: St. Stephen’s Green, Dublhi,

That such a notice should be necessary 
a -sad commentary on the morality of 

the Irish farmer. As„an employer, he 
acts with the same. selfishness 
urban employer.and he requires the same 
corrective, the yigiiahoe of tb©. Trade 
Union, Eorial -workers -who desire io ■ 
secure oven such benefits as the miser­
able Wages Order- confers,-must join up 
with the Trad^ Unions catering for tlxem. 
We shall be glad to put unorg^anised 
workers in touch with the Trade IJnion>a 
operating in thek distriehi

is

as 'bh.e

1-6'-

yern-



The refusal of Mr, 'Baffour to define 
the -w^ar jaims of the Allies need not sur- 
pHso us. His attitude is q'uite, consis­
tent with his wen-known hatred of de­
mo eracy beautifully illustrated last week 
hy his' inability to see any incongruity 
between the professions of the Allies and 
their real intentions, as retealed by the 
secret Treaties. Balfour, at least, 'was 
honest in his •whole-hearted sympathy 
•^yith the pu-rpos'O of those Ti*eaticsi un­
like the sanctimonious Liberals^, wfio pro- 
fesiS innocence wheneyer these unpleasant 
facts are brought to their notice. The ' 
day that any of the great Powers are 

' forced to tell tlio truth about their war 
ambitioirS will come only when they see 
that the game is -fip. So long as lies and 
uplifting platitudes content he peoples 
on the belligerent cmmtries, o long will 
their rulers conceal the truths which they 
know will, if reyealed, put an end to the 
luoratire business of war. ’Whatever
good motives, may 'Imve brought, the rari*- ‘ 
oils peoples into the trenches, it. is im­
possible to disco ver in the acts ancl plans ’ 
of their governmGnts the slightest, pro- > 
mise for the advantage of humanity at 
large. —

"What'must be called the Wilson super­
stition is peahaps the most amassing ab- 

I siirdity^ of a •^var' whieli has produced a 
truly remarkable c"roi> of incredible fruits 
of human imbecility. ''J'be Pre^s com- 
meiits on the war aims debate, rilig •with 
tehrful cries of ‘WVhat;wiil President 
'Wilaoii sayp” The inference is that that 
eminent Presbyterian will be shocked by 
the cynicism- of English Liberalism and 
the disconcerting candour of Mr. Balfour. 
Tlie Allied governments, we are told, are 

• not worthy of the confidence of the ' 
cent Mr. Wilson, and they must' mepd 
their ways if they do not -wish to ose 
iiis friendship. This extraordinary'^ 
dogma of Atimerican inf alii bility _ in ac­
cepted by all parties e.xcept the impeni­
tent Prussiansj wdio, unlike their col- 
iea.gaes in othep- countries^' refuse even 
lip homage to the. moral soothsayer. Yet 

. Mir. Balfour seemed ^qnite unperturbed at 
the prospect of incurring' the righteous 
’wrath of the President, ,and we suspect 
him of having very good reasons for this 
confidence. Does it never occur to Dr. 
Wilson’s variegated devotees th6.t Ame­
rica, like other cajlitalistie countries, has 

• 1 -no wish nor power to disassooiate- lierself 
from the group _ -^yhose. interests she 
shares? It is quite legitimate to sup- 
po.se that wdienever Wilson speaks on 
international questions affecting the 
Allies, he. does so -^vith the knowledge of 
England, .Franc© apd Italy.i . ■ ■ . ........

If the foreign policy of the United 
States had ever' shown any differences 
of padnciple from that of the European 
Powers, there might be some reason for 
investing that country with a halo. But, 
as everybody' knows, apart froin aggres­
sive e:^pamsio2i, which has no-t been ne­
cessary owing to geographical conside- 
jation-s. America has behaved exactly

iniip- •

..... .......... ;• ...... .

larity, in ^reprobating’^ Demany foii 
the annexation of the territory taken 
from the Germans by foroo, yet ignoring ■ 
the annexation by England of a .country 
which never belonged to" her. "We hope 
thab when the NationaLGonierence meets 
to consider this statement of Allied La^

• hour;a war 01103,411© case of Ireland will-/
I nrO’Afl T!nn.-n +.hn o-i’+a-n+iAn n-P +.li^

like all other large Powers, and has'given 
us no ground for believingdi ■" ‘
denied to European nations.
Imperialism has frequently sub.stituted 
dollars for armies, but has succeeded in 
adding considerably to the territory and 
‘•spheres of. infiucnce’’ of American 
capitah.. '

As far as the present war is concerned. . 
there is equally little to justify a belief ^ v • •
in the super-humanity of President Wil- Tb_e frantic determination of the AlEed 
son. A glance at the Allied newspapers capitalist Governments lest Inteamatlonai 
during the first two years of the war will Dabonr should mec-t to discuss their'CDm-^ 
sho-w what estimate was put upon Wil- nion aims and interests, is .the most sig-
'son’s professions of faith in the cause nificant phenomenon^ of this war. The
he ha.s now championed. The .“Irish- interest.of Freland in such a meetHigls 
American ” and other neutral'ne'wspapers obvious, for no othei:J:rilmmal of the na- 
of the same period testify to the disap- "Imns Oould give -so sympathetic a hearing
pointment caused by Ms inability to to our ulaini for independence. 'Where
realise the service -to humani'by which the professional diplomats would see only 
might have been p.erformed by 4© most pawns in a game, to be exchanged-for 
powerful nation outside the‘belligerent 1 othc-r pawns, the r©presenta.tiyes of In­
groups. Neither from the neutral nor | 'tornational Tjabour will see fellow-human 
the Allied' nor the German point"of \dew beings exploited by capitalism at home 
was it possible to commend or under- Imiierialism abroad. If the Biritish.
stand ill© policy of President Wilson, l^abour Party demands a plebiscite for
Why, therefore, 'since he has at last com- AlsacerL.orraine, -thcire can be no objec-
mitted liimself, must we regard him as-. J^nn to a similar demand being made for 
the say cure civilisation? What has he j the isettlcmentof.'bhe Anglo-Irish ques- 
done to earn the confidence so freely be- Wiiat is sauce/qr the German
stowed upon him by so'many otherwise goose will be sauce for the British gander., 
conflicting •patties.?, .^fle has prattled 
about the freedom of Ihe sea.s, 'and has 
enforced an even stricter bloelArdo of 
neutrals than England had before... Ho 
has declared that America i.9 not making
war against the G.erinan l>eople, but lias which is about to prepare a-n explanation 
snbjetdcd the .Germans in America to ro- —at the public expense—of the fact that 
striqtioiis as .harsh as any enforced in fbe world has been in a state of chaos 
Franco or England. He has talked of f’Oi' the past three years. We. are now 
making the world safe for democracy, about to be edified with a/statement of 
while' in America all ‘frecdom-r-indus- what we are fighting for,” a point not 
trial,' politica.l and intellectual—is ,b.eing=_ entirely witliout interest in^ this-fourth, 
restrained in .a fashion popularly sup’- winter of hostilities. Meanwhile, as Mr., 
posed to he peculiarly Prussian. In a Outhwaite, M.P., informed the House, 
■word, Americans going through.exactly there are some people who ha'^^^e no 
the sa-mo experien'ee of war fever as doubts as to the advantages of 'Ei© great 
visited the countries of Europe in 1914. triumph of European civilisation which 
It is folly to look to tliat quarter for w© have been witnessing. Referring ^to 
even such glimmerings of reason as are the Italian reverses, Afr. Outhwaite 
■visible in the European belligerents, .said: “ From evidence'that I can givo 
thanks to three years of suffering and to the House from a very well-qualified 

‘disillusion. 'Dtstanca lends enchantment authority, it seem.s,, that'’’the failure on 
to the view of Dr. Woodrow Wilson’s ctie part of the Italian front can in itself • 
halo. y-------  _ be directly traced to no pacifist move-

The statement of war aims issiTcd on ' nient,’^butoto conditions brought about by 
behalf of the Labour Party and fiVade famine. ^ x am informed that when the 
XTmon- Congress requires, as “The Turin liots^ took place, owing to famine, 
Herald ” points out, “ampilifying and certain regiments sided more or less with 
explaining rather more fu ly.” ' vSok ar 'as the people,; and that those regiments 
Ireland is concerned, ^we jiote the same wer© sent, as a punitive measure, to a 
discreet silence as overcomes President certa n part of .the Italian front, and 
Wilson when he envisages the world made Were kept, in the trenches for some 
“ safe f6>r democracy.” Belgium, Poland, thirty-seven days. It -was upon those 
Alsace-Lorraine, Palestine and the Bal- men,- exhausted in th© fron'fc-lino 
-kahs all come specifically within the'pur- trendies, that the German attack was 
view of English'labour*, but Ireland is re-, made, with the results w© know.”" 
legated to the obscurity of those safe 
generalisations, anent the right of small 
nations to govern themselves, of which 
Woodrow Wilson has'*'^*so euphonious a- 
collection; Fortunately, at any gather­
ing of International Labour wc can count 
upon the presence of those who '^vill re­
mind-otir English comrades of their insu-

uaiiT.ru,ism 
American

1

As the daily press-informed us, th'a 
British House of Commons recently be­
mused itself 'vvdth the suliject of the Gov­
ernment’s “ War Aims Committee,”

“ People could hold to economic SodaL 
ism without attaching themselves to 
atheistic doctrines. H© was as anxious 

' as any Socialist to ssee i>resent oonclitaon» 
betterod., and ho believed that the wS-r: 
would bring 'great changes.”—Arch­
bishop Mannix of MelbournA

»
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and Comments.o

' ! mittee to take steps to suspend th’e’ ex- were tauglit sometliing sensible. Kot 
PQXt of bi-itter frotn Ireland. They wer© only must they be taught that the worker 
offered enormously high prk-es for Initter, doe's no'fc belong to them; they^ must be 
far in excess of the price fixed by the taught in addition that they themselyes 
Order. They were being tempted :to sell are the servants of the community as a 
butter by . .British merchants, and the'y whole. As servants they may iierhai)s Jjo 
were told by the Food Controller that, j tolerable, a.s miusters they certainly 
they -'Were not to reccdve thi.s wvinter any j not.' The Limerick Bar Association re- 
quantity of foreign or Colonial buttar.. i serves to itself the right to sTv'eat its 
filicy know there was a shortage of about | w'orkers and .Refuses’ to ■reeogni.se any 
bU per cent, in the usual winter butter combination among them^ A PortarHng- 
stumhes. They were to have no imports, ton saw miller yvlien Tiis workei’s jpin a 
aucf they w'fii’e being bribed' W continue Trade Union tric% to seduce , them with, 
exporting butler. They wvanted to-^mt a ari increased wage to non-unionists, and 
stop-to that-and they Wilted to ask thb^ some members of public board.s seem to 
Food Controller to prohibit the export of imagine that to belong to a Trade Union 
butter. But as the Resolution. was sent is a crime that ought to come'within the 
in and nothing heard about it,, except a manifold clauses of, D.O.H.'A. Freedom' 
leply to, Air. Byrne in the House of Cbm- evidently is the sacred right of employees 
mops .timt the irksh butter producers and capitalists only, TB:e right to oopi- 
•w.-re unpatriotic to export, butter at the bine for mutual aid is theirs also, it is 
.high prices with which they were being i an understandable position, but it is quite 
tempted, and there was ho reason-to luitonable., it was smashed to sraither- 
interfere with the traffic./1 Co-operative eens a hundred years ago in England, It 
conierence.s throughoirt ‘the country, has evidently only been partially demol- 
-knowung the circumstances intimately, ished in Ireland. We'must demolish it 
liave demaitided the prohibition of export completely and at the same time .we will- 
till Alarch 1st, 1918. North and Booth he doing gbocl for ourselves and for-our. „ 
jvas . unanimously agreeaMe. to this country,
course; there was no dissentient voice, • 
and yet nothing is dope. Alr.^ dynes may 'The Shop Steward,
twit our butter producers ironically oh We publish elsewhere an article on the 
their patriotism, it is poor enough surely shop steward movement in England by 
to deserve such irony, but his chief and an . English correspondent. There has 
his Department is still meian enough to been a deal of fuss raised about thi.s move- 
thmpt fate for a famine in Ireland. If ment. It is presented to us by pur pre- 
the butter producers be not patriotic, if judiced press as a rewlntionary move- 
tliey still hanker after the bribes of the ment of the first order. It k certainly, a 
•British munitioh w’-orkea-and the British movement of great significance to the
Food Controller, oux’ only hope lie<s iu future organisation of industry, and very
prompt action by Irish transport work- tertunately it is not confined to 'England:,^-. - 
c-rs. If the Department of Agriculture The Neiv Statesmen’^ of December Id 
and the Irish Food C-outtel Cbiimuttee tlius speaks of the moyement; “ The shop
are powerless, Irish ra.ilway and dock steward is iioL as the. journalists are
workers aro not. Tliey must recognise prone To imagine, an entirely new and
their ix)Wer and they mast use it^. . ... reYolutionary ’ development. In every v

^ , 'printing office has been, for a couple of
RiJCOgnitior!. centuries at least, a ‘ Father .of the

. o . . . s-Oha-pel,’ being one of the oompositer.s * ■
It IS apparently still possible in thi^s who is chosen, by common consent, to 

country^to -.iRiuso iircognition to lyish represent -the ivhoie ' Chapel ’ in nego- 
'jhade IlmonA The Trade Union' hdi- tions with the management, yWoe betide, 
come to .stay. ^ It is now an integral part the management if it ventures uuon anv 
qf the industrial system in every country innovation without first conferring upon 
111 the world, and whether employers like the- subject with the ‘ Father of the Cha- 
3b or not they must recognise the fact, pel,’ or if it refuses, arbitrarily, to give
they are ready enougli to enter into com- due heed to the representations-that" he
bination themselves to safeguard what makes! In various mannfacturin.g indiist- 
they conceive • to be their interests, tries in wood' and metal, such a repre- 
though their conception may be, and is sentative of the workshop has long been 
often, of the most anti-social description. Icnown as the shop stswarL Itef from 
They try to refuse the right of combina- being in opposition to Tka-de Unionism, 
tion to the worker. Borne employers in the ishop steward is definitely reco-gnised
tins country of ours still Bee.m to think in in various Trade constitutions, and the
terms of eighteenth-century philosophy, .appointment.may be formally ratified by 
They have an idea that the men they the district committee of the’Union.' The 
employ may he ranked with their Iiats, duties of .the shop steward may be (a) to 
their boots or their household furniture. seeHliat tlie members pay their weekly 
They tliink the worker is part of' their. ! contributions, and sometimes to collect 
jmrsonal property and. may be disposed of j these himself; (b) to see that newcomers 
as they deem fit to dispose of him. And ; join the Union; (c) to- look out for viola-, 
may an employer not do what he likes i tiom of the conditions. - of employment 
with his own.^ Simh is apparently the j agreed upon for the trade in the district;, 
yiewj^oint of j many Trish employers-oviSii whether as to wage?, hofirs, apprentice's 

twenidelh It is time-^ley (Continued on page 59.)

fmd Control in if eland.
We have alway-s been of the opinion 

_^TlT.at the so-called Irish Food, Control 
(Jommittee is a* mockqry, a|id a .sham. Jt 
is an Irish Committee certainly, but that 
it .has had anything, to do with food is 
questionable, "It can be emphatically 
vsta^ted that the Committee never had and 

. -never wa.s int&nd'ed to .have, any control. 
It was axipointed as/an Advis'ory Com­
mittee to the English Food Coiiti'oiler. 
The Committee has attempted to^ carry 
out its apixnnted work, but Its advice; has 

. always been ignored, Not 'only has the 
great’millionaire coalp wner-, food-contrql- 

; ling Lord Bhondda. i^ored the Commit­
tee’s advice, It is freely rumoured that 
the officials nominally Bubjetd. to the Cbin- 
mittee' have flouted it also,. The thing ' 
‘was ruHeuiou-s from the beginning. - It 

,'wa.a newer intended to be real, fib was 
to ’blind,ms to pur real int-erest and to 
c over up the dei^rc-datioiis of Rhoiidda^ and 
Company iu Ireland. Now the (‘ommittee 
is burst' A short time ago Mr. Thomas 
■F,arren threatened to resign if executive 
p'ower were’ nob> conceded to the Cdm- 
;mitte6. Now Alessr.s. B. A.‘ Anderson 
and HaTUlcl Baiiiour ,have actually re­
signed for the same reason. IVIessrs. 
Anderson, and Barbour repre'sented. the 
Triah co-operative movement on the Ciuu- 
mittee. TTiey are both.men of experi- 
en(56 in dealing with food production and' • 
distribution. Given a 'iroo hand they 
might have done excellent -work, but they 

, w'ere ahvays ignored, as Mr. Barbour put 
it, by “ the men' higher up.’’ The Com­
mittee of ittelf could do nothing, not even 
control the various -petty controllors now 
ill office in Dn'blin. The Sugar Controller, 
the Tea Controller, ete„ efce^ etc., took' 

't tlieir iiistruotions from London, Hs befit.s 
' the imperial dignity of ex-clerks of^ the 
Land C-ommi.^'Siou. An, iTisli Gommittoe 
•was too small a. thing for such great 
people-. To take instructions from a, 
merely Irish Ckmuiitteo might 
fewer visits to , Xx>n(]on at 
public expefise, ancUalso less chance 

thrusf'"'- oheSelf. under the no- 
tlie • migliiy controller of 

everything, except the war, in London 
Town, We sincerely hope that Mr. Far- 
ren‘'will now put his threat iuto action 
and That Labour will take the extreme 

. question of food control into its own 
hands. It is the only way.

-—'if-

mean
the

lo
tice of 'P'

The Butter Briba.
At the annual general meeting of_ the 

Irish Agricu'ltaral OrgTmsation ^^ciety, 
the orgauisiug centre of the Irish ‘igri- 
cultural ootoperative-movement, Air: li. 
A. Anderson,, the secretary, and.Tately 

of the members of the Irish Foodone
.,.;„J’C/ontrol Committee, made The following 

^significant statement which we think 
worthy of note by Irish Labour,' as it • 
explains to some^ extent at least why 
butter is now unprocurable irt this couu- 
iry. of oreameriss. “ Oi'eameries had 
heeh passing resolutions,” Mr, Anderson 
..jaiL ‘^^skihgr the’ Food Control Cfm-

I
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I and it is vfith this clause Hmt' we are most disappointed*^ 

We find Herein set out a polief for BelgiumAlsace- " . 
Lorramej the Balkans, Italf, Poland, the dews and Pales­
tine, the. Problem of the Turkish Empire, and the Colonies

He restored, to uu-
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Liter ry communications should he addressed to the j 
' ^Editor, and husiness communication^;to'the Manager, at the 

V Office, 27 Dawson Street, Dublin
' IS fatter intended for publication ^pi the following issue must

reach the ‘Office not later ^.than Monday afternoon*

, A

^ ical Africa. Belgium is 
trammelled and complete independence, and is to have

The »

of
!

cofSjeusation for damage resulting from the war. 
futulPe government of Alsace-Lorraine is to He determined, 

* in accord with the declai’atid^ of .the.J'rei5[ch Socialists,. 
the peoples of these terrlfories themselves under the pro-

The. Balkan peoples

<«

teetion of the Xjeagiie of Nations,
are to be free to^‘settle their own destinies irrespective, 

i ofT'urkish, Austrian, or other foreign clominionA^ Italy 
British I./abour .support to its claim to Italia 

Italian claims to he,f‘ united with those of
has British Labour's

bOidl

English Labour and
Ireland

receives 
Irredenta.

I,/ v
• Jtheir ^ o\vn race and tongue,

'warmest sympathy.^’ Poland is to be treated on the 
, . application of the principle of allowing each .people to 

settle its own destiny.-''* The Jews^ are taform in Pales- 
I tine, a free state imder International guarantee.^- ' The 
; ■ Turkish Empire evidently i.s anathema to British Labour 

just as it was to the pious Gladstone. .
To read this document one would imagine that .such a 

- place as Ireland %vere non-existent. Yet British Labour 
recognises that the only way of achieving a lasting 
settlement'Is on the application of the principle of 
allowing each people to settle its own destlnyd’ Axe we 
not a people ? If we are, wdiy is the.princlple not to apply 
to us? For^ seven centuries we have claimed naclonal 
rights. Our record in this respect compares very proudly 
"with that of Poland, li et we are not, on the programme 

i ish Labour, to have the right, of even Alsace- 
Lorraine. Even in the disposition ot African Colonies the 
wishes of the people are to be respected. And if massacre 
be a reason for the application of the principle we siireL 
have a claim. Armenia, Mesopotamia and Arabia ai'e to 
have the Sultan and his Pashasbanished frOm, con­
trol. It seems to us that the League,of Nations envisaged 
bv the framers of this so-called policy is not by any means • 
a League of Nations, it is a League of Empires they aestre:. 
And if they are m,aking the wmrld safe for democracy will 
they begin at home? The policy.of the British Lahoui 
Party as here unfolded has reaUy a very close resemblance 
wuth the policy of British Toryism of the Lansdowme type;' 
Many peoples^re to be liberated, but they are all how - 
subjects of the‘'German, Austrian, or lurkish Empire.s* 
Nowhere?- in this draft policy is it even hinted i^hat- the., 
British Empire is n(5t a model to all the bold, bad Empires 
of the world. W^e would suggest to. the.British I^abour 
Party that this is not a, policy that• will produce either, 
democratisation or a lasting peace. This draft policy 
would bear re-examination by\ people who are genuinely 
interested in freedom. Tt should, in our opinion, be 
referred back with a direction that its future recommenda­
tions be based upon the principle of allowing each people 
to settle its own destiny.’^' The lurid and partial appto- 
tion of the principle is not worthy of its authors. It might 
be signed by Curzon or Milner without any wknt bre«i& • 

their opmiongj or preiuchces*

i >1

I
, ^ The Parliamentary Comm^tee of the English Trade 

• Union Congre.ss and the Eleeutive Committee of the 
I.ahour Party has issued a revised edition'of its war aims ^ 
and file basis of its Peace Programme. The proposals will |

. be submitted to a National Confei-ence to be held in
I.ondon on Friday, 28th December, and, if approved, will 
be ^e.t forth to the world as British LaboiiUs' ideal of the

We have read the documentwith great
At leastpeace to come

and, w^e may .say, with sympathetic interest.
to read it we “were sympatheticajly dis-

• ,

wdien. we set out 
posed, but as our reading progres.sed our sympathy grew 

• gradually less.and less, until by the time we had finished 
had'very small sympathy left. I pon the causes or 

the document reiterates the declaration unaiii-
of the Socialist and

we
of•the w'ar

mously agreed t^ by the Conference 
Labour Parties of tEe^Allied Nations on February 14th, 
1915 Whatever may have been, the cause,s of the out­
break of the war,‘Mhe draft says, it is clear that the

■ i)eople.s of Europe, wffio are necessarily the chief su-fferers- 
from its Horrors, ^ad themselves no hand in it. 1 heir

■ common interest is now so to conduct the terrible Miugg e 
in wJrich they find themselves engaged as to*bring it, as 
soon as may be possible, to an issue in a .secured and last­
ing peace for the world.’’ With that we are in complete 
agreement. It is a pious generalisation with which almost 
any humanely minded person might agree- without pre­
judice to his iDatridtic mdour. We hope, with the authors

that there shall be henceforth on
means to this end the British .

I

• c .of thi.s document,
earth no more war.” ,
Labour '’movement relies very largely upon the comp e e

the frank abandon-.' ' ‘ democratisation of all countries; on
ment of every form of Imperialism; on the suppression ot 
secret diplomacy, and on the placing of foreign pqlfey, 
just as much as home policy, under the control of^popu- 

• iarly elected egislature A League of Nations, . or 
supernatural authority,’ is also advocated, and an Inter­
national High Couirfc for the settlement of all ffisputes 
that are of a judicial nature.” This also has our entire
sympathy and support.

Clause 8 of the draft deab With tqrritprial adjustments,‘ '' • . I - .' * ’

■ fi

<r
.

• •
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.&UBjLIII KpTBpM ^ ^ ' lif>w iliey li&re, in c-oinmoii a-Bcl how - J hoped that the greasier po-wer ihers
The agreemf.ntB eiHbodyiiag the ‘ neiv’ j iniioli they have to gain hy oi*ganiBing. ioviiked will have the desired effect. I'he

iertas oh eBiployment for dockers aitd ; The doctors’ orgauisatioa is ezie oi ihe eierks ha^^e placed at the disposal of th©
f;^oaI markers v;ere aigned at the Ivlanshjii strongest and c losest of any profession Council some, very ' interes:^hg facts re- 
House on Tuesday last by the rcpreknta- ? or tede, and slcce /‘iinitatior! is cthe lative to v'ages anh oonciiticuis, Tviiieh will 
tiyes of the Transport T^'^nicn and the em- i sineerest £orm of ffalteryd^’ the sister pro- be used if and vrhen the necessity arises, 
pic^e-rs. These terms were outiined in ; fesvion should pa;*.- the medieai men -the The City Housing Association augurs 
last week's issue, and are regarded rt a < graecfiir tribute nf taking a leaf out of well. Though formed only a short time 
considerable in?pro%‘enient on pr^whnis ^ tiifdr bopkbthe best one. at that) so that it %s at least one vietbrj^ to record, 
conditions. The quayside labourers i the inter^^s of the nurs'es •should be j It has compelled that'lethargical body, 
inay congratulate themsoiveg on reaping ‘ propcrlt ludited after by the proper the Corpc-ra.tion, to rouse itsoli, and for 
th© fruits^ of their ong and arduous ■ peoxdc, ih.c nurses tlieniseives- uelf an the first t me in three years, ecnvened 
struggles hi reaohing^ a decent k-Toi. of : assoeiatkm cnxsis in Htiglanu, hli an ■ a meeting of h^. Houmng' Committee, 
recompsnse for their labour. Many vIrish branch in Bubl-n, but the'’Curses’ j M.my and various are the .ruses of the
jpeqple who affected to look dow‘n on them 1 League do nut propuse to merge their slum landlord, and we have, them galore
for their rough, clothes and ^umy faces i identity with English Askodation. in the Limerick Corporation, dhe Qorpo- 
iuive now to look up to them in the mat- ^ Tn that tixcy arc wk'\ for ail exponpuc? ration was rekietant to discuss the queis- 
ter of inoome—that is when the woik is j show.s that in the English mind Irish j tiozx, but the Housing Assoc-mticn oer* 
to be had! For it xnust be recollected i interests ai’e secundzaw considerations ; j severed. were re nested to “ xhty
that til© growing scarcity of shipping j their inbern ass.uziiption of mps-riar ty 1 the poor mtepar^^rd’ b t Sir. E- Steven- 
Irdngs mcreasing akckxioss of work ©v^Ti i clings to Engii.sh brxUos Tn -safi/Aha Association Chairman, sgid that
while rates go up for what is available, j actions. A recszii successfii concoii: held we "did pot ask the Corporation to under- 
and the^necessity for eeonomiBing the j at tlie Gresham Hotel, tmd a euffet ez- * take thb w^ork, the job wa-s^ too big for 
food ef Ireland threatctis, if the agita- j plaining their objects, are t-ii© first at- 1 the Corporation. Housing should be a
lion sueceeds, to. contzibrite its share in j tempts at jmbUcity of the iris’ H aguT | nat bnal question. Honey can be found
making work scarce through essening .| of Triwued Kurses, to which w wish a j lo ‘carry on a tvar arid‘make cripples, 
export traffir^ go closely are he lute- i prosijerous i ew Year. - I widows,iand orphans; can monev not Le -
I’est.*-' of all classes related that a move- i ' found for decently housing our workcr.s,-
irant monexwt -produces many oonso- j LilllSIlSC'K I^OTES. - “We a.sk but a‘few hours of war
quemr^s in -other parts of the public cen-.j ^Tlie doings of the ii*ade.s I’pimcil have penditur© to satisfy our needs.’- 
cern. “ Ar •scath a- cheile is eadh maired j of la.tc assumed r-haractc r of a fo^- That the Trade* I'nion movement Is. 
iia-daoine.” ^ ^ i ward movement. 'Jliis is most remark- seiri,sh, wmges .and st-iji more vrages, is

Jhe t'/ioatrica-l w'orkers liaving sent in j abi.^ in the number of bodkii seeking .a taunt that is often levelkd at 
demands io all the Dublin theatres for | affiliation. A^: compared with dune of the last meeting of tlie Trades Council it 
improve d‘rtuxditions and pay receiv(i_d ozj ! thk year the numher of Societies zvas decided to ask Judge Henrv Heik of 
Tixursday an answ.er a'cjecting their de- j alhliated has more than doiibled. The Chioa-go, the Pioneer of Motli'er-s’ Peii- 
mands, of cottrse; but offering to meet pity is that ai Societies have not yet i sions/and Oouncillor Kneeshaw Labour 
two rei resentutiye froin each house and | done-,so. Lime h-k is roo small a town, 1 candidate for Birmingham, to si^eakhn 
the officials of thei Vuion n'ransi>ort) in | tind the force s against labour there arev j ..Limer ck. We have been informed that 
cpniez-ence to discuss matters. At' the I too strong, in which to have divided ! the services of both gen-tleinen had been 
time of going t 4>rr‘S liegotiaiions u-i^e b forces. However., at H to be hoped that I offered to otiier bodies in the city who 
proceeding. ^ Th mos 'vaipble part of I by the dawm of the-Neav Y'ear our friends i io k downi upon the TracleH Council and 
the concessions demanded is the- regula- j of the Federated Labour Council wdil ! had been refused. It show's who "are tiie 
lionyh^llpurs and overtime, -which would - up*-^f their hrothf^v^ of the Mecha- j true friends of education in Limerick.

thdm .sonic other .standard than tie ' nirrT Ins iiute. By doing so, and setting ! Tlu'- Co-operative moveraemt is again- 
will of tiie inanagcT a.s their glide a-nd I our owuy house in oraer, we may be j on the tapi.s; let us hope it will «tav this 
reierepce. Extra ntoney .is useinl only ; beitcr fortified to aviii ^diat ive ardently 1 time: several attempts have been'made 
p a iemiacw’ary l,u;lx>. Independence is ! desire in a mneb shorter time. *'■ j to place the nister movement of Trade-
bett©r. Oerks and Typists of the! 'rnlbnism on-a footing in Lhnenck, but

An 4-nsiv League ol a rained Istirses has * city have bad rather protra-eted negotia- 1 it- has failed. We expect the’'le.5sons 
within the last fewMveeks bf'cn formed in ; tions with their employers relative to an learned from the xjrofitcer will
the city. The many thousands of sick ’ i.Ticrear»e in- t-heir trages^ Th© Bar 4.sso- effective-
XXeople who have pa.ssed under the hands ' elation, as the employers call themselves, Activity in Labour circles is ucnernl
ot nurses front time to tune must have ; refused to recognise thcLmen’s grievances but inork especialiy amonast the semZ
smii© ankhng, h.cnvever iamt, of the ter- j as . a body, .and their reply is that it is skilled and general workers HiZ
rible <ienta.nds w’lnch the recjuiremcnts of ! a matter for individual .arrangement. LT.W.IT has wrought wonder^'Rinee'its
tkear mo-fessicn make on their 1 Hight, not all employees say the same, advent into this ckv, in some caVes as
strength and vail wash ai on y in' t-ne | and would they not pay the worker whau many as three definitZ increases il'wLe^
public interest, to see tliem well ! they ch-ose or what he might be com- have been gamed bv members of that
and x>rovKled for. Chief among th.e polled to take? Organisation has long Union without a stiik ' ^
oijjeets whicn the league ^proposes to -smee proven that, in dealing wdth eral at the. outset tlii^
iTseii as its p-rogramrae of work, are the ployers, it is very much superior to
development cf schemes of a. provident or vidual ‘‘ bargaining,” which leaves the
beneyol-cnt .character to keep its weaker individual at tlie employer’s mercy. To-
ttjiembo-rs free from the taint of the thing day it is the Employers’ Union again.st
called c-xiamy, -and a rouncTof social fix-, the AYorkens’ Unioig ,and a-s time goes
tarns which will provide a mnch-needod on this is bound to become more em-
ehange from the scenes pf pain and stress phasised. D-oes it- not seem strange that
which form the rstaplq of their daily c-n- lawyers, v/ho belong to one -of the greak
vir-onmerit. Bheuid theEc fixtures prove c-st .and mo.st exclusive Trade UnirSis in
pumilar among nurses, they wifi xirovide the country, should refuse- reeogmtion
«u branches of the proxe.ssion wdth an to a- combination of their clerks^
opj>ortunr&y of becoming a.cc]immted, and The Trades Council has now the
tiirongh antocourse help them- t-o realise i matt-ert.-^^a-Bdsj and it

ex-

US. At

prove

f and what was 
".hardest Job en- 

resulted m -an advance 
of frorn os. 6d. to 7s. .per wmek for th© 
men employed in O’Bonnell’s Tanneiyu 

Laundry hands have also got througli 
the Union .an increase of -Is. 6d. to 
per week.

The dispute In the bakery trad© iri 
referred to arbitration. It is to be 
hoped that although Limerick enjoys dav 
W'ork Since 1872, and, therefore, needs 
nothing on -that score, they may turn

1. I as their co-unionists inbe I Dublm*to
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What the Unions'ri Doing.are
u 54 for tliebest class pi sliop, to 64 in tlic ; proposal, 3f carried into effect, would. 

. ^-rv , - ' working cl^s ’afetnets/ Wben tliis-is’] very serionsly 5n|nr6 tk© prospects of
, Tlie ‘^^Mornmg Post”, and Beifasi attained it will b© a reduction.-erf an ; male assistants. Witli a. strong c-nion 

Teiiegrapb. ” kav© mncli to answer fori , average of 8 lionrs in the six day week. \ they ooxild. maintain their present ijosi- 
Soine three or four months'ago these 3 The following questions addressed to | tion; and ^ he supported. the preyion.^ 
papers told, the world how loyal and ^ the Minister of Labour by Mr, W. C. 1. speaker’s appeal to face the facts "and’ 
patriotic the'munition and sMpyard wor- r Anderson, M.P., with the reply, will in- I hang together, or hang separately/’ 
kerf of &lfast had been since the out- terest onr readers:—
break of war; how, when other-centres ill • Question S3. Mr. Anderson—To a.sk 
England and Scotland were seething with ‘ the Minister of Labour, whether he has 
discontent and strikes occurring with la- ; had an opportunity of investigating the. :
laentable frequency, the men of Belfast 1 facts in connection with the strike of ! Dublin. Branch has l>een Nquite busy 
had shown an example of how patriots ! certain m©n and" women at Messrs. : recently; a demand for a minimum rat© 
should behave, tiiey iiad never once even | Robinson and Cleavers, of Belfast; | of wages for the staffs in Messrs, Lip- 
whispered the ^ead word ‘‘strike.” j whether he is aware that girls with two j ton’s. Ltd., in Dublin, Kingstown, and 

It was not quite true, of course.-There j years’ experience are^ paid 5s, a week, i Bray, has been 'placed before those in- 
had been oocasional stoppages of more or i girls with four years’ experienc-e Cs. a { authority. The latest informatioii is that 
lep importance., but on the whole it i week, girls with seven years’" experience j tli© managing director has forwarded the 
mi^ht .b© said with truth that the Belfast * a week, living outdoors, and without i demand to-the Chief inspectlbr in Ireland 
shipyard workers up to the appearancei | receiving meals from the fiimi; and what j for settlement. 
of those articles ‘‘basting” Be-lfastmen 1 steps Ms Department are taking to pro- 

- had been oontent to accept wk'atever the I mote a settlement of the claim for a fair 
efforts of their more aggressive fellow- j wage.
workers acwoss the water had succeeded | Mr. Bridgeman—Enquiries have been 'mi • t n
in obtaining. But alas for the reputation ’ made into the strike referred to. j This booi^let xs a ooRefction of dicta by 
of the Black North, and alas for the ; The ffguras as -stated in he question are ! great men, and some very small

, wisdom of the aforesaid newspapers 1 For, I not accepted by the firm. My right hon.' | on the problems of government, law, 
ever since the. suggestion was mkde that 7 rfriend xs making further enquiries. 1 j poMical power. Empire, _ State slavery
EngEshmen and Scotsmen Im-d been i ‘would take the opportunity of pointing I non-gorermnestal society. The coni^
doing all the ffghting, strikes and. stop- | out that th cessat on of work, has con- j object is io discredit taie capitalist
pages have been almost of weekly occur- • siderably pr udiced such services as the . bmte, and. indeed any eqnceivalffe system

Department might have been able o ' ^ goyerament. Iney manage to put Mr.
JoRiah Wedgewood on a level yith Aris­
totle, Marcus Aurelius, and MachiavelH. 
Despite suck incongruities, the selections 
are well mad© and provocative of 
tliou^it, and we can wdsh that this book- 

■ let will- be widely read in Iii-sh Labour 
circles.

!
'

SHOP ASSISTANTS' UNION.

S,
- •

FOR LIBERTY.^

• rence.
As we write, three separate strikes are I render, 

going on. About five thousand sMpyard j 
men-—^the black squad—platers, rivetters, i 
caulkers, smiths/etc.., etc.,* have stopped, i
work as a reply to the offer of a five.per j . . _ ,
cent, advance on list rates (in reality onlv I The Pawnbrokers’ Assistants in Bel- 
ithree per cent, on current wages). " ; fast are making praiseworthy efforte

Thei eleertriedans—Electrical Trades- j tcT increase their membership, and to 
tJnion-—employed at Harland and MMlff’s : secure for themselves that recognition of 
are also out on stiie. This time against ! their, Union by^ which alone they will 
the ' employment of 'non-unionists, or j be enabled to raise tbemBeU'es from their 
wnr-s^ of men whose membership has I present |>osition. of a badly exploited 
Japsech. ' * class. • ' •. '

A third dispute of a senous chaiaeter 
as being fought out at this moment. Th© 
semi-skilled^ and unskilled iiieii, meml^ra 
of the Municipal Employees’ Association, 
working at the Munidipal Electricity 
Works, demand that they should partici­
pate'in the 12| per cent, recently awar­
ded. About men have ceased work, 
and unless a settlement is 'ariived at, th© 
city may be without light, or tramcars 
for Christmas-time.

BELFAST PAWNBROKERS’ 
ASSrSTAHTS.

.^••‘■‘For Liberty, An Anthology of He- 
.volt” (0. W. Daniels, Ltd., Tudor 
St., London, E.0.4.) Paper, 6d. net*

IMPORTANT NOTiCE. 
IRISH OPINION.At a meeting held recently td consider

the questioii of the Xmas holidays^ hD. Subscription. Rate€.--13 weeks, Is. Sd.* 
Keating, the chairman of the Meal ©6 weok^ Bs. Sd.; m weeks, Ss, 6d., post '
branch of tho Union, placed before the j in Lreiand and Great Britain, ^v 
members the resuw.t of a visit by a de- ] able in advance. Cross cheques and n.o.^s 
putation to the employers askmg for and make payable to ‘‘Irish Labour 
three days’ holiday ^ instead of two. Press,”'27 Dawson Street, Dublin 
It w^as agreed, said Mr Ecatmg, that Advertising Ratea may be obtained 

■ such holidays be granted th© Assist- from Advertising Manager, 05 Middle 
ants provided tlmt th© T.nion Tvould Abbey Street, Dublin. ^ 
undertake to picket the three sbops-y 
til© proprietors of which w^’ere not affili­
ated to tlxe Masters’ xAssociation—and 
thus to inform the public, by ixicketting, 
the facts o the situation. Mr. Nichol- I 
son, the secretar3%. also spoke urging the 
importance of such^ a suggestion, and 
ft was decidedfeunanimously to aci.upon 
the same. :

Mr. R. L. Smyth then addressed the 
mec4iug bn Trade Unionism and x>robabIo ! 
conditions after the war. He ^ pointed ) A i i.
out and emphasised the combinations and j Applv to
associations of emiffoyers that ai'e now | W***«*v—
proceeding, and urged all present to face lueiaoil \J
the facts. Mr. Nidiolson stated that he | (Lats oftte Hunger Strike Brigacjcr Mounijo^ ar.d 
knew, without question/ that an effort ; Dunda'..:-) ^
would be mad© to introduce feiffale i IRiinag§r/RiiibfiiarteI?«ll3ei
labour into the business, and whilf ho did ] 
not resent femaio labour m suchj the

BELFAST BARMEN’S UHrOH, WANTED.This Union- has been discussing the 
possibility of becoiping a branch of the 
National Union of Vhntners and Grocers’ 
Assistants, whose headquarters, are in 
Dublin. Last Sunday’s meeting was ad­
journed until December 23, 1917,

Irish Workers to enroll 
as Agents in the Irish 
ISational Assurance Society. . 
Good Gommissions Paid.

!

SHOP ASSISTANTS’ UNION
CBelfast BRcf Blstrict).

^ Belfast Hairdressers’ Branch lias de­
cided to apply for reduotioni of work­
ing hours.’ -The demand is being made'to 
suit the various class of saloon,, Th« 
njaximum numbex' of hours is- to be from Cashet eo, Tfjppersrjf#
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December 29th, 1917,'lEISH OPIOTON5ft •
tilt

, ; y ' ■•
reflecHon upon the l^o^e’s jecoiit; Appeal 
to the- hfemgerent Powers, The ■ 'adinir- 
abie’ mingling nl* hhe ideal witli the. 
oractical in this‘Note' deepens its value 
y witnessing to the great truth that 

j:)racticai proposals,; to be effective, must 
originate and draw their life from Spirt-;: 
tual foroes. Lord Lansdowne lias re'» 
enforced its practical elements by mak-** 
ing them the nasis of a letter^ which must 
he regarded as a very serious recom­
mendation tp the Allied Governments,
We look po-w for some further- endorse^- 
ment of ife ideal elements.

We shrink from the awful thought thht 
motives so ignoble as pride, jealousy, am­
bition, or the coiiflicting interests of men 
should stand in the way of peace, or give 
fresh impetus to the deadly conflict. For , 
can any nation prolong the war for 
purposes of vengeance, puiiishment,' or 
military victory without irredeemable in?-, 
juries to itself. , A. victory fraught with 
hitfcernessi jand anguish c^ii bring no 
triurriph; ,in so immense and terrible a 
conflict, vengeance and punishment pas^ 
beyond human powers.

We see all ^tlie familiar standards and 
valiies of humanity-outraged or ignored; 
the foundations of morality . shaken; 
Christianity- losing its reputef all that 
made our civilisation beautiful or desir-* 
able devoted‘ to x>nrposcs of hati'ed, de­
struction, or death; and the thought 
comes to us with growing strength that 
this generation can only be s^ved from 
despair and demajalisatidfii. "^y an out­
pouring of the sprit of chatty, gjeab 
enough to wipe out all fendpces," all 

. wrongs, all camel ties. W© appeal, there­
fore, to all Ministers of Olirfetianity to ' 
follow the lead given by ,.Hjs Holiness 
the Pope, and to show themselves so 
imbued, with Divine inspirition ‘ that 

' standing ■ ill spirit above the [battle, un­
influenced by fear, hatted, or.anger, they 
will preach Christ the lover of man, the 
Friend of sinners,’ the gentle Advocate 
of;tli0 principle of,fraternity,.

W©' long to see this great w^ar endin 
upon an, impulse of moral greatness an 
courage, in a ,mood of coi^assionj, of i 
genmnsity of con(3iliation. dSi 
nobility wliicli” has not its roots in 
charity, no iiea-ling without mercy, no 
reformation without faith in God and 

We feel that a special responsb- 
bility rests upon the Churches to revive^ 
amongst ug qualities of charity,
mercy, and faith,^ aj^id thus create the 
atmosiihme in whicli a'just and lasting 
lieac© will live and grow. So may the , 
eartlu be justifled of her children and the 
crucified Christ restored to honour.'

Sighed pn . behalf of the Committee of 
the Iris-liwomen!s Xiiternational League,

' LOUIS BEFNFTT. ' 
(Hon. Sec.) '

a

'With the Dublin Clerks.
provide |or Guilds, etc., ^111 be dealt 

'wdthlaterV
The Secretary, dealt |miy with the vari­

ous deputations and arbitration Boards,’ 
and said that it was essential in the first 
instance tliat the Gierke should rely; on 
their own strength, and that then oiily 
eo.nid they hope for'the fuU4iearted sup­
port of organised labour^ H© aflso said 
that the Bosses had a supreme contempt 
for the Clerks, which organipatipn, alone 
could tui'n irito a wholesome--fear and 
respect.

FIRST BRAHOH MEETINd.
' the Irish Clerical "Workers’ XTniojtr held 

:H& flriSt* Branch'meeting in the' Grand 
Cmitral Halls on Thursday, the 13th 
inst. Mr. D, Logu© presided, and the 
attendance was inspiring, considering the 
shortness of the notice. It shows that 
the'right temper is present amongst the 
rank and file.

The Secretary and Financial Secretary 
su’b.mitted their reports, wHch were con­
sidered very satisfactory, aiui uiiapi- 
moTiisiy adopted,
‘ The Financial Secretary (Mr. Drew) 
created a surprise, wheii he, stated that, 
although no contributions were yet paid, 
during the period from the 27t1i October 
to the 13th inst., roughly iSi^Ven weeks, 
a suna of was put to the credit side 

. of the Union’s funds.

Talcnter
The menibers present were given full 

, scope for discussion, and splendid talent 
was displayed. All this must be utilised 
full;^'1n tile hear future, and Mr. Drew’s 
scheme affords the outlet. • . .

Sp.ecial Meeting;—A special meeting of 
the 'Clerks in the A.P.O. ^as held arter 
til© meeting' proper, to consider their 
case for payment of overtime. A depu-’ 
tation was instructed to wait . on the 
B.P., and the case is under negotiation 
xmesently. •

Bonus.

).

■■

This money was 
oontributedrm>My"in~irhto^^ Fees and 
p:^Vate donations from mombers. The 
reasons given fo-r the" noh-coHection of 
clues was owing to the fact that meinber- 
ghip cards'w^re not availabj® until the 
preceding week, and that the Provisional 
Committee would not allow contributions 
to be paid until each “member had a 
card. . The Financdal Becreifcary stated 
that the shop stewards had uiformed 
him that • all subscriptions . •would be 
cleared up by the end of the year, which 
.Will mean a very respectable balance to 
the credit side. ' • ^

The initial expenses were hea'V'y, as 'is 
. always the ca.^e, but the ’ members were 

fully' satisfied that the very best possible 
■ ' was done. ..... •

The Arbitration *and Conciliation Board 
has just granted a bonus to Civil Ser­
vants and Temporary Postal employees, 
with W'hicli I will deal later, 
temporary i^niployees in Government se.i'- 
vice are being dealt •with,-and good news 
for these employees •will soon be pub- 
lished. ■ ^ '

Other

A Misunderstanciirig.
O'wing to the curtailment of my last 

nd-te^,'a false impression was given with j 
regard.to my remarks on the Trades Hall 
andiiabour Leaders. I assure my friends 
that no such meaning as was interpreted ' 
was in-tended, as esn he seen by . looking 
up the manuscript.' I will deal later 
with the whole matter, and, in the mean­
time, am no way squeamish of beiim pre­
sent as often aSv,>possible in the Trades 
Hall. I thinly my friends should easily 
understand this. •

Shop istewarde ate requested to note 
that Saturday afternoon is' the time for 
gn'iiig in their returns, and members 
should see that their oaf'df are duly 
initialled by a responsible official, other­
wise payment©-made may not be allowed..

TI10 eight Spirit,u-

The case of Messrs. Boland©^ Clerks 
■was -discussed- at length; and ■ it ‘ was 

. unanimously resolved that unless a satis- 
factdxy answer was forthcoming before 
Menday, th©<tl7th inst., that -Sie joint 

“ ' committee, delegates be instimcted -to 
tirge on that bod 
Tools,” ’.That, is

a policy of Down 
. , e way to do business,

*and 'it IS about time we Clerks did ^some­
thing, drasticl If rumour b© true, other. 
Clerks have decided, if their demands 
■are .not conceded, to follo^w suit in 

■» Gjb'vernment offices and down tools. I 
thought '•W'e would jwake up the sleeping 
lion Tight enough. Hope it is not just- 
bbiff, or intended as a set off tp regain 
the lost redoubt. However, we shall 
Watch with interest and genuin© sym­
pathy, and,' perhaps, take a little hand in 
'the^ gam©. The Clerks will come "into" 
•thmr oWn* yet, or '‘I am an impractical 
dreamer.” .Mell done! Keep moving.

It ■vt''as rather di-fficult to get an ans­
wer from Messrs. Boland before the IStb 
mst., but it was an easy matter after 

. we, demonstrated that our steel had the 
genuine ring., Xlio Food,Controller, now 
known as Lord Rotunda,” knows that 
such beings as Clerks “exist” in Dub-

• Hn (note the inverted commas). But 
to tmr-meeting. IVIj. Hrew proposed a 
schenie of organisation on indusfrial 
lines, which ■was seconded by Mr. Donian

• s^nd adopted, .This (scheme, which wUl

CiV
th lere is no

man.

‘ •

CORRESPONDENGE

Irishwomen’s International X^eague, 
25 Kildare St., Dublin. 

December 3rcl, 19177 
The, Committee of the Irishwomen’s 

International League :bij^ ‘to draw the 
attention of the leading representatives 
of the Protestant churcTieh in. Ireland to 
th© following appeal:— '

“We find m t the ' letter from his 
Eminence Cardinal Logue, issued on Sun­
day, Hovember^ 25th, a fervent expres­
sion of the desire for peace grbwing in 
th.0 hearts of the common people of all 
the nations, and it is our conviction tlmt 
all Christian communities should uniie 
in some similar effort to centre solemn ’

'Sr .

mmm.

FOOD GONTROt,
A writer in another column says the 

Irish Food Control-is hurst. ' We learn 
now that the three representatives of 

. I.abour have resigned. Nevertheless the 
Comimtteo may continue to serve I^ord 
Rhondda’s puiqxise. Hasn’t the Board 
of Trade managed for long enough -with­
out the Speaker of the Ixush House of 
Comi'hons?, .

:5-



69. lEISH omioNDfiGEiPEE 29th, 1917.
• Si

• BOOKS RECEfVBD.man h.^ tli0 sameHiaerfc at tiiQ ,
ing of th0 Oounoil •wMcib. was iLel4 on 
W^nesday ©yeimtig;, 19th inst., ; there 
would, haye heeu no strike^ and if the S 
motion which Ooimcillor O’Brien had

; inoyed and-ColinciHof Beyitt sounded. 
The Bxecutiye Committee met on Fra- and was so ably supported by half of the

day eyeuing, 21st December, 1917. Mr. membein present, adopted, it Would haye :
•K/obert d^ynan presided. The Secretary saved a lot of discontent amongst the 
announced that the strike of the em- men in ho far as they were led to be- 
ployees of the Kangetown Urban District Have, as well as the heads of the Trades 
Council^who are members of the Trade Urdon, that Mr. Kennedy and some oth^ 
Union had been settled on that day. He members ofdhe Council were out to kill 
(the. Secretary) had receiyed a telegram Trades Unibnism amongst ’the Workmen, 

^n Thursday, the 20th inSk, from the Howeyer, all’s well that ends well^ and 
Town Clerk, Dr. Tanghan, intimating ^ he (the Secretary>.~_eonld state that in Ms 
that the Chairman df the Council, Mr. 1. opinion, from |h^ stateM^id) made hr 

' ■ d, .Kennedy, Woul4 meet him, at the ' Mr. Kennedy to the men, wherein he 
Municipal Dmployees^ Yard, Kingstown, j vised all of them to. join the Trade Union 
at 1 o’clock p.in. dn Friday^ 21st inst.,-as- * and be loyal members of such a Union 
he was desirous of interyiewing the men. 5 that- had done so much for them. ■ -Mr. 
Tlie Secretary, accompanied ' by the Tynan also spoke of the manner in which ; 
-Chairman, Mr.. Tynan, attended, and was the deputation was treated, and he veri- 
very conrteonsly recedyed by Mr. Ken- hed the statement made by the Secre- 
nedy and the head oflacials of the Conncil, tary. A hearty vote of, ' thanks was 
and after going into the matter Very passed to Councillors O’Brien and Devitt 
earefuHy' an agreepient was ecyme to that and the other members wi^ had' stood 
the Chairman of the Council would move by the claims'‘Of IfehO men f" also to the 
at the next meeting of that body that an Chairman (Mr. Kennedy) tor the co'ur- 
increase of 6n, per -week to all the em- teous manner he received the heads of 
ployees be granted from January 1st, the Trade’Union, whereby an amicable 
1918. Heedless to say, that if the Chair- settlement had been arrived at.

VtCTOBY At KINGSTOWN 
COHPORATION WOftKESS, most ittstances detail notices wUl , . 

1^ published in'subse^ufnt issues of * 
Irish Opinion,”’

By DAK MAdEE, Seofeitary united 
Oorporatien wnrK*n6rt’t Tfad« Unian. * fU

. t

MAKXIAK SOCIALISM. By W. Paschal 
, Larkin, O.S.F.C., H.A., with Intro­

ductory Essay By Prof. Alfred Rabilly^ 
(University and Labour Series, No. 3,. 
Purcell and Co., 124 Patrick Streep 
Cork. Paper, 6d.) .

JOHN HITCHEL; An Appreciaden;
P. OBeg&rty. (Maunsels*., Cloth,^ 
2/6 net.)

BALLYOULUON, ByLynnDoy^ IHug^ 
trated by ■WilUam Connor. (Maunsela^ . 
Cloth, 5/- net.) ’

POETS OF THE iNSUBREO'nON 
* Pearse, McDonagh, Plunkett, MacEntec. 

(Maunsels. Paper, 1/- net.) 
vengeance ■ OF FIONN. By Auitm 

Clarke. (Mattnssis,' Cloth, s/d'oetO 
3)fIEMORrES OP MOUNPJOY. By Sean 

Mhroy. (Maunsek. Paper, -i/* neh) 
COLLteCTED WORKS OF P. H> PKARSE* 

Voh II^ Songs of the Irish Rebela. 
An Irish Anthology. (Maunsels. Gloth;|

' bI--net) '

By

0.

et •

• #

•NOTES AND COMMENTS—C:otn$aue£

or whatnot—and to report these to the f Bussian Constituent A;ssembly are on a "
district committee; and (d) to-represent ^system of
the •Workshop in any negotiations ^ with 
the management as to- ‘ shop conditions.’
The shop stev/ard is not a salaried officer, 
but C Workman like Ms colleagues, who 
discharges his duties for love often to the 
impairment of his own- rhocework earn­
ings.” This is not by ahy means the 
entire story. It does represent the shop 

Jib W9^ Ijiiovm iJi
but since then his functions have been 
enlarged. We shall iiave more to say 
about it*

The ftising Storm.
The l^t two !s:3ue.s of the Railway 

Clerk contain bitter reference to the pre­
valence of favouriijsm in the management 
of tlie whole of the Irish railway system, 
including the Head Offices at Kildare Street, 
not merely with regard to promotion caxry-^ 
ffig with it an hnmediate increase in re­
muneration, but also in the filling .of positions 
more privileged and ^ more promising thatr 
pertain to ordinary routine duties. In both” 
issues of the journal it is suggested that r' 
Commission of Inquiry should be set up to 
investigate the general discontent. We me 
entirely in favour of this idea, but it'should 
not be lost sight of that Commissions of 
tills kind, unless very carefully selected, are

Very Oily,

The British Goverum.eut holds.; Mrge 
blocks of shareis iu the A^glo-Persiau Oil 
Company, and controls its policy^'through 
the directors it nominates. Last^ we^, 
to assist the Odmp^my in the exploitatmu , 
of "Mesopotaaniu, 1,000,000 Gumulatiy©

' Preference Shares of T1 each have been 
issued at a premiipn of 2A 6d. ^ The lujcky 
pui'cha'sers of these shares avail enjoy a 
dividend of 7^ per cent., on the acrual 
cost of the shares.'

0’
FfOportionai Representation.

dt is expected that Rn attempt ‘will be. 
made to pers-uade the-Bpeaker^s Confer­
ence on the question of redistribntion of 
seats in Ireland to agree to embody the 
scheme of Proportional Representation 
proposed by Mr. Devlin in tn© House of 
Gammons. We hope the effiort will suc­
ceed. The, Irish Trade Unioai Congress 
has on two occasions, after full discus­
sion, resolved in favour of this metk^^d 
of ensuring due representation of minori­
ties. The Belfast and Dublin Trades 
Ccoincils are also in favoair of the pro­
posals. We wonld like to see the prin­
ciple adopted for the election of Town 
Councils a.nd PoorUaiw Boards even more 
than for Parliament. ^ W© believ© it 

, would ensure the .election of a better 
type of representative than the present 
system. It is interesting to note 'that it 
is by tbi system that the labour 
majority was . secured for . tho Finnish 
Parliament and tliat the elections for the

As tho War.ABonds yield only 6 per
cent, the Government, in its capitinity generally no .match for the sophistical me- 
as the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, is ^thbds of bureaucratic officials, .either in the 
presenting rJae investing public wiijta an railways or the Civil-Service. And even the. 
inducement to put their ihoney M oil, most drastic report against the companies 
rather than War Bond-s. It will be uttle permanent avail unless the
interesting to see a list of allotm^ts of '-porkers of all grades are enabled to have 
these shares, and to no-te how th# Buj** their representatives on the Railway Exebu- 
!^h; Oil crowd and the. mends m committees that
Cabinet ge^> the :pliwis of the Anglo, future orKani&ion of„-.the Milways wUl r*-.. , 
irersian* ^ quire. If the Railway Unions would- only

But why has this issue been on concentrate upon this as a hrst clause in
the niarket at a time wdien everT penny their Mdgna Charta, it could be achieved, 
is needed to win the war. ■ It wotuo. hay© almost immediately. Only in such a* reform 
been good business for thn lyc^ury to can railway workers hop© to find any 
hay© taken up the million mth security against‘ thb jealousy, ty-

ranny, ahd flagrant favoittitism that mafe
■ iZ cent Blit ^iavo dhrto would our railways ao hopolessly ineffident in Mr 
iiot have suited tli© oil • p^ffiteers, who management, and so unjust to those workers 
despise the paltiy 5 per cent- of Win the whose intelligence and aU-round merit not 
War Bonds and rush, for the 8 per cent, only receive no personal recognition, but, 
of oil monoiioly slmres* saddest of alh are lost to the general y/cak

f
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D. & J. BRIDGMAN
- 7^ Street,

Eft?. '»P2ioii9 4159.
: J. C. BSABHEY,

. IrisbljrelA'Dd Hterato ** a Speclsility.

. . 09 XrPPEB BTESPHBN BT.
h Large VatJety of Xma» Novelties and 

Xman .Card^
■ ”' ft;;. X>ARNfeY>S» S^^.Sm G% aiSOEGB^g

vf^ tv’^sy^
Tht '^NCmeF*' llrndsFomiiiiijers

^AndBii|>port Home Induitry.
-r ’• ’' WTioluaU onhj ffom>

. The “ Connolly " Memo'plai 
Worlcpoons,

. 81 EDEN QUAY, DUBLIN,

r I

HATltER ana OUTFITTER,
and 3 Oapel Street, Dublin.

Irlsft>made Goods a Speolali^
A * - . ' . ■ ■•

Opposite Parnell Monument'
Irislx Iceland and liabdnr Literatoe 

Badges! Stationery^

WOHMIIS! /
idigh-CIstss Tailoring-^Lay and Clerical.

EDUCATE 1!
M. BOLMMO, 

fii MIDDLE ABBEY STREET
[late Toaa, Baras, ltd.).

tratim Union Labour.

M ROAD FOB IRISH 
WOBKEBS.”--By Eonald.

“A ■PLBA. FOB SOOEAL EMANCirPA- , I TION IN IRELAND.”—By Eflse> 
I ■ McKenna.
“SOCIALISM MADE EAS|'.”—By 

Jaiifes-ConHoBy. ■ '

J

Have. yon yet tried the .
HATIONAL LAUKDRY CO. ?
If not, yon will be well Adriaetl to do sie* I 
Foitttge Faid one way on Country Paroela. 'I

■ - FRENCH , ARMY ’ BOOTS, 
Hand-Sesii. Sizes, 7 to 12.

IG/H pop pair ; wortji 30/-

LABOUR si£4lL PROFIT BOOT STOEB,
78 Taitoot St., Dublin.

««*
a-Jcl, each, post fres. ■

HATIOHAL LAUNDRY Cp.,
60 south wniiam street, DUBLIN, “CHRISTIE’S” 

SHOPFor eMytbjyBi 
in tbs Type 
niter and Bnp- 
lieitor Use. I

\ FOLEY’S 
L 25 BACHELOR’S 
“ WALK.

11 ABEAN 
QUAY, DUBLIN. I9' m

port 6c jQeneral Workers' Union
[I'ouiided JaJD.tLary, 1909'.]

the Irish Trans4 1

\ H®ad OSce :—Liberty Hall, Dublin.
Afflliated to the-IriBh.Trades 'Union Congr««J and Iiaboiir Par^, and witli all^loeal 

- Trades Councils. Eeg. No. 275. Approved.Society Ko.. 6.2.
mHIS orKanisation was esta’blished iu''order to provide for the workers of this country 
i a Trad© Union with lieadanarters in Ireland, having ite aSairs managed and 

'controlled by Irish Workers, and its policy and programme based on Irish conditions,
- -............ wages, shorter hours, better conditions

dard of living, and a fuller and freer

7

NO WORKERn-
%

can afford to be without.

GIBSOL ao as to secure ^or aii wornera an jnexanu xiij 
of employment, improved housing^ a higher 
life for all who labour. -4-

A kiva union for Uve Workers-. ' '
Thirty Brar^ohes. Over 2O5OCO Members. 
tJoln Nowi ^ Ha who hesitates is lost’.! 

no Branch in your 'district, wU’ite tov
*^'TH0MA'S FOR.AN, General Pres d(

• . .<i* . ^ ^
It CUrt« Cuts,, Scalds,, ,BuTh¥r anci. Hauda. 

Cracked and Sore from Exposure
It CliP*8-all kinds of Skin 'Pronble, Eczema, 

Bingworm, Piles, Wounds and Bruises.
U^ . is-made by Irish labour.

No othir dintmonU r^ as good,
all Chemists, lA; or direct from the mauuia^urers,

> d. GIBSON & CO
1 Clara Lane, DUBLIN.

If there is

\ .

01 ■ d

BYRNE’S STORES ' ;
FOB ■

'TOOLS, RAZORS, PENKNIVES,. Etc
*. _____ ’

qualities. Lowest, •

Nos. 60 & 53 Talbot Street,

CASH POE YOU.
Send lout Property to

Ba'lUBPIlli’S'

•f

♦

a '

McQuillan f., t»u 
McQuillan forif»zor6

PAWNBROKERS & JEWELL^IRS, 
48 CUFFE STREET, DUBLIN.• ^

Highest Advauees bn best terms and so 
' delays. Strict Privacy. Established 1888

%
Most up-to-date Stocks in Ireland.

85/36 CAPEL ST., DUBLIN.
y-e.

IRELAND FOR THE IRISH THE ELECTIHC THBATEE, 
TALBdT STREET,

F s»st in Dublin
andstill the Best;

THE ■ MARY STREET ' 
PICTURE HOU SE J 
(Tbib “ Mapy-O.”) 

The * CrEis ’ is Coming,

^her© is no but&t means by which you can 
th0 Irish people in Ireland than by - 

supporting Ireland's industries. W© ntoek 
everything Irish for men's wear. Buy from 
ns.

Th# BepublieaB OwtlltteFS#
OLAHOY, BRENNAN AND WAL$H,

94 TALBOT STREET, BUBLIK.
for XiabotWf Bres#/' J^awson-it., by Messrs, Cahill Oo., X^t4 Ormond au^y» XmbHn, "B©gigt©r©d ^ ^ HOTspaper,

I
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